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Q U E E N. 




MADAM, 

F the foUawipg Difcourfe is as 
Happy in its £xecutioa, as it is 
Important in its Defign, It will 
not be, ( givje me .leave to hy) alU 
together unvrorthy of a Royal Pationage. 

THE Defign is .of great conlequence ; and 
' I think. New : It is to remove a Prevailing, 
and Inveterate Miflake, which firft fpiang, and 
now thrives in a Soil too indulgent to it, and 
a Soil too difficultly fubdued, the fr>t(t, and 
Ilf-Nature', and Melancholy, and Vice tf 
mankind. 1 mean,' Madam, That falfe O* 
pinien. That Refleaion on Providence, " That 
A » " '^'^ 



** This World b^ in its own Nature, That is, 
^^ by God s Appointment, a World of Sorrow, 
^^ a Scene of Mifcry, a Vale of Tears ,• and 
^^ that to ^e in it, is to Se wretched xxoz^ 
'' voidabjyj' Whereas this Trcatife. fliall en- 
deavour to make it manifeft. That Providence 
is not only Gracious in the Compofition, ftu- 
dious of the Accommodation, Preventive of the 
\Accidents, Corredive of the Miftakes, and li- 
beral to the Wants, but lavifh. alfo to the 
Luxuries of Man ^ and that God does not only 
pertnit, but enable us, and not only enable, 
but enjoin us, to be Happy; Happy, to a 
much greater Degree than we are. That is, 
than we cbufe to be. 

NOR is that Error I combat, an Error of 
the Vulgar, Unlearned, or Sinful only 5 But 
the Learned, Wife, and Good, have fatally 
contributed their facred Authority towards the 
Propagation, and Eftablifliment of it: Either 
through inadvertency, or the Refentment of 
prefent Pain, or an indifcrqet, tho' well in- 
tended Zeal, in the recommendation of a Bet- 
ter World. 

MO S7 of them have, as it were cafually, 
let fall from their Pens, which purfued fomc 

other 
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Other Principal Pointy ^oo fevere, and unguardes 
cd Intimations tb thg Difcredit of our Prefmt, 
State: ilf^;{y h^ve.njaqq an Invciftive on this 
Life^ a ^^;i^n;?/ Drift : that mingled itfelf in all 
their Dilcourfes, andCohverfatipn?.: hn^fim 
have made it their particular Theme^ and a- 
vpwedly, determinately, and ftriiaiy drpve at 
this very Point; without adjoyning the true 
Caufes, the proper Cures^ the right Uies, iari3 
falutary 'EStSti 6i our Misfortunes land Pains j 
and thus have left Groujids^ of Future Argu- 
ment againft the Goodnefs^ and thrown a Pre- 
feiit Gloud over the Glory of thip,Great pi(i 
pofer of Events, the King 6i ^ime^ and of 
Eternity. • > " . . 



r ■ • ^ • » 



LET, Madam, One of His mbft fliiniiig 
Reprefentativcs on Earth, patronize, and vin- 
dicate a Vindication of Hi^ Tfwidence i Let 
One of the Principal Ornaments of Human 
Life indulge a True EJiimate <ffjt; Let Her 
gracioufly defend a Refutation of an Error, 
which flows fronva.pecay of That Faitb^ of 
which our dread Sovereign is the great 2)^- 
fender; and, which leads to a Corruption of 
That Morality y of which her own correft 
Conduft is the Diftinguilh'd Glvry. Let that 
Queen, who is nearly concerned in the fad 

Occajion 



^ETilCJTlON. 

Oceafion that turnM my Thought on this Sub-^ 
jcft, take it into Her Protediop j Hpr Tro^ 
ieUm will, recommend it to the World, an4 
Her "Example will fupply the Defers of this 
Cpmpofition on it. 

AND, Madam, as your Example will 
afllft me. So thai Good Providence, whofq* 
Way; \ prefume to aflert. Grant, that Your 
Fortune may tool That Your moft (acred Ma- 
jefty, fixtm this joyful, and unclouded Morning 
of your Eeijg^, may fhine forth a long, and 
jllufirious Ti49i ^ an unanfwerable ii»^^f« 
of 'temporal Happinefs, and an unqueftionabic 
Heir oi Eternal ^ is the confiant, and fervent 
Prayer Q^ 

MADAM, 

Tmr Hajefiy^s tnoft Oiedient, 
Jnd mofi y)utfful Subje^, 

, . 1 ' ' • 



E. Young, 



V 




The PREFACE. 

j KNOW not lattt why, hut the PaffionB 
^ art a Favourite Sabjedf with Mankind: 
\ The Rtafon may p^bhf be^ Becaa/e Men 
_ 1 are tnkeb eoneem'awitb tbefii, hth as tS 

tbemfehe!, and Others j and whore we have a Sclff 
Concern , we have an Attention. Ory Btcaafi they ari 
fUth •■Tovoerfuty and Vtt^erfal ^ingSy that aiiHi^ 
mH the 'Plea/aresj 'J'ains, Defgns^ and \ASioni ^ 
life are owing to 'them j and therrfort it ts tuf InC6- 
tcft to know tbtm well: Or, Becaufe every Ma* 
caf tying them in bis own Brea^, He thinks he knows 
them well ftlready, and ii therefhrf Oh AbU yu^e ^ 
fuch Companions ; jiad thus his Pride has a toktU 
'm/s for them: Or, Becaufe the ^amniy like the 
Boy at the Bottntain, fall in love Witt their own Re^ 
prtfiittation: Or, hecaufe many are ail TaJ/iotiy and 
if Men confidtr a Treati/i on the ^a0ons^ as a Hif- 
tory oflbem/ehes, it is no wonder tbey read it with 
^leajurt. Or, Becaafe what a isoft celebrated Ao- 
tient writ oe tbii Su^eS is lojf^ io the great Regret 
vfthe Learned, and VolHe World, which isjtudioui 
tffome Reparation of that hifs', and'the hare /o, be- 
eaup what other Abtients have left on that Head, 
is mperfeU and Short. 

BEING fenfhle -how difficult h is to gain At- 
tcntionjffr Works of Divinity , I have inWedmote on 
the Paffions, than any other Head of the following 
JDifeoUrfe\ in hopes of a rmrre welcome Rtemion prc- 
^^d for it, by that general ^ajte, or Dijpojhion rf 
Heart, which I have metitioned. I bipoe mark'd the 
Diffindi&na, and PoiuKarities of the Paffions, with 
iomeCare, 

A French Author, has treated oftbein with fuch 

jkeuracy, atrdj^hmfif that it conaliated to him the 

parti- 






I 

s • 



VINDICATION 

O F 

PROVIDENCE: 

O R, A 

TRUE EST! MATE. ^ 

O F 

HUMAN LIFE. 

I N W H I C H 

The Taffions are confiderfed in a New Light. 

Preached in St. George's Church near [Hatmei/^ 
Square^ fpon after the late King's Death. 



By E^'^ O U N G, LLD. 

Jleftor of Weiwyn in Hertfordjhirey and Chaplain 
in Ordinary to His Majefty. 



The Fifth Edition, 



to NIX ON. ^ 



?iffntedi for T. Worrall, at the ^^^^^^^"^ Head 
over againft St.. Dunjt an' % Church m Fleet Street. 






« . 



rf - 



-^.x 



■r - r* 



X 



1737 



f 



' t 



■ I... 



•* 



... 

4/ . \ ^ 



• ■ » 1 

« « 






*. t 






I ft 



-*. •• • ■'^»' 



"." . ■.^ • 




T O T H E 



Q U E E N. 




MADAM, 

|F the foUawifg Difcourfe is as 
1 :Happy jn its E^^ecutioa^ as it is 
Impjlrtanf in its Deiigii, ft will 
I not be, (giv^emeleave ta%)aU- 
tpgether unifqrthy of >; Royal Paftfifogp. 

THE Defign is of great confequence ; and 
■ I think, New : It is to remove a Prevailing, 
and Inveterate Miflake, which firil fprang, and 
now thrives in a Soil too indulgent to it, and 
a Soil too difHcultly fubdued, the ^nt(e, and 
lUNature\ and Melancholy, and Vicf of 
mankind. I mean. Madam, That falle O- 
]nni«n. That Rcfleftion on Providence, " That 
A I " 'W'i 



** This World isy in its own Nature, That id, 
^^ by God's Appointment, a WorJd of Sorrpw, 
^^ a Scene of Mifcry, a Vale of Tears i and 
*^ that to Be in it^ is to S^ wretched xm^?- 
^^ voidablyJ' Whereas this Trcatife. fball en- 
deavour to make it manifeft. That Providence 
is not only Gracious in the Compofition, flu- 
diousof the Accommodation, Preventive of the 
\Accidcnts, Corredive of the Miftakes, and li- 
beral to the Wants, but lavifli, alfo to the 
Luxuries of Man ; and that God does not only 
pertnit, but enable uis, and not only enable, 
but enjoin us, to be Happy; Happy, to a 
much greater Degree than we are. That is, 
than we cbufe to be. 

NOR is that Error I combat, an Error of 
the Vulgar, Unlearned, or Sinful only j But 
the Learned, Wife, and Good, have fatally 
contributed their facred Authority towards the 
Propagation, and Eftablilhment of it: Either 
through inadvertency, or the Refentment of 
prefent Pain, or an indifa^ct, tho* well in- 
tended Zeal, in the recommendation of a Bet- 
ter World. 

M0S7 of them have, as it were cafually, 
let fall from their Pens, which purfued fome 

other 




T O T H E 



Q U E E R 




MADAM, . ' 

9F the following Dircourfe is as 
1 ;Happy jui its Execitfioa, as it is 
I Imjwtwt in its Dclign, ft will 
I not 1^, ( ^vje roe leave to iay)all- 
tpgether unvqrtby of a Royal P^ttpoag;. 

THE Defign is of great conlequence ; and 
' I think. New : ' It is to remove a Prevailing, 
and Inveterate Miflake, which firft fprang, and 
now thrives in a Soil too indulgent to it, and 
a Soil too dilficultly fubdued, the Tride, and 
Sf- Nature', and Melancholy, and Vicf cf 
mankind. I mean," Madam, That falft O- 
jinien, That Refleftion on Providence, " That 
• A 1 " 'VvS-'i 



** This World is^ in its own Nature, That id, 
^^ by God's Appointment, a WorJd of Sorrow, 
^^ a Scene of Mifcry, a Vale of Tears ,• and 
*^ that t6 Be in iu is to ^e wretched unz*- 
^^ voidabjyJ' Whereas this Trcatifa fhall en- 
deavour to make it manifeft. That Providence 
is not only Gracious in the Compofition, flu- 
dious of the Accommodation, Preventive of the 
\Accidcnts, Corredive of the Miftakes, and li- 
beral to the Wants, but lavifli> alfo to the 
Luxuries of Man ; and'that God does not only 
permit, but e?iab/e uis, and not only enable, 
but enjoin us, to be Happy,- Happy, to a 
much greater Degree than we are. That is, 
than we cbufe to be. 

NOR is that Error I combat, an Error of 
the Vulgar, Unlearned, or Sinful only ; But 
the Learned, Wife, and Good, have fatally 
contribut^jd their facred Authority towards the 
Propagation, and Eftaiblifliment of it : Either 
through inadvertency, or the Refentment of 
prefent Pain, or an indifcr^ct, tho* well in- 
tended Zeal, in the recommendation of a Bet- 
ter World. 

M0S7 of them have, as it were cafually, 
let fall from their Pens, which purfued feme 

other 
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ether Principal Point, ^oo feverc, and unguard^^ 
cd Intimations to thg Difcredit of our Preftnt. 
State: Many h^ve.njaqq an Inveiftive on this 
Life^ a geiieral Drift; that mingled itfelf in all 
their Difcourfes, andCohverfatipns.: An^ fptftt 
have made it their particular Theme^ and a- 
vpwedly, determinately, and ftri(aiy drpve at 
this very Point; without adjoyning the true 
Caufes, the proper Cures, tlie right Ufes, iaihd 
falutary Effefts of ^«r Misfortunes and Pains j 
and thus have left Qrounds^ of Future Argu- 
ment againft the Goodnefs^ and thrown a Pre* 
feht Cloud over the Glory of thdu Great Dif^ 

pofer of Events, the King of T/W, and of 

•* lit 

Eternity. 



•* • f • ^ 



LET, Madam, One of His mbft fhinihg 
Reprefentatives on Earth, patronize, and vin- 
dicate a Vindication of His Tfmdence ; Let 
One of the Principal Ornaments of Human 
Life indulge a 'True EJiimate <ffit; Let Her 
gracioufly defend a Refutation of an Error, 
which flows fronv a Decay of That Faitby of 
which our dfead Sovereign is the great 2)^- 
fender; and, which leads to a Corruption of 
That Morality y of which her own correft 
Condua is the Diftinguifh'd Glory. Let that 
Queen, who is nearly concerned in the fad 

Occafion 



i> BT> I CJT 10 N, 

Oceafion that turnM my Thought on this Sub- 
jcd, take it into Her Protedion; Hpr Pr<?- 
ieUion will, recommend . it to the World, gn4 
Her Example will fupply the Defers pf th^ 
Cbmpofition 6n it. 

AND, Map AM, as your Example w/// 
aflift me. So that Goo4 Providence, whpfp' 
Way? \ preftime to aflert. Grant, that Yow: 
Fortune may tool That Yout moft facred Ma- 
jefty, from this joyful, and unclouded Mortiing 
of your Eeijgin, may ihjne forth a long, and 
illulArious Ti0y^ as an unanfwerable Xn0Mce 
of T'emporaf Happinefs, and an unque():ionat)lc 
Heir of Eternal^ is the conftant, and fervent 

Prayer of, 

MADAM, 

Tour Majejtys moft Ohidient; 
Jtid mofi ^tffiU SuhjeW,' 



. 1 



E. Young* 



V 




The P R E F A C E. 

I K NO f^ not Will o)^, lot the Paffiont 
' are a Favourite Suhje3 with Mankind: 
I Tbt Reafbn mayp^bfy be^ Becaufe Me/i 
' are mUeb cotic^trawitb tbem^ both as tS 
themfehes-, andOtbers ; aad where wfbave a SclP 
Concern, we have an Attcnrion. Or, Be'caufi they Jrt 
fitsh '■'Powerful, and Viii^erfal ^ittgi, that aM<p 
Mti the ^leafaresj 1>aiiiSf Defgns, and Jsiions if 
Life are owing to ^Ibeth- andthrtfore it Is our Intfr- 
Itfi to know tbem well: Or, Becaufe every Md^ 
eatyying tbem in his vmn Breafi, He thinks he blows 
tbem well already, and is therefhrr an Able y»^t # 
iuch Compo/hions\ .Md thus his Frije has a roha^ 
'mfi for them.* Or, Becaafe the ^a^onS^ like the 
Boy at the fountain^ fall in love wito their own Re- 
frejifitatioa : Or^ Becaufe many are dtt 'Pa^n, and 
if Men confid«r a Treatife m the 'Vafions, as a Hip' 
tory of Tbemfehues, it is no wonder tety read it wHb 
^leafure. Or, Becaufe what a mofi celebrated An- 
ticnt writ on this Sttbie0 is lojt, to the great Regret 
nfthe Learned, and Volite World, which isjlaeiiotti 
vffbme Reparation of that L^s', andtbetaorefo^ be- 
caufe what other Ahttcbta have left on that Head, 
ts tntperfe0 and Short. 

B UlNGJenJibh bow difkalt it is to gain Kt- 
teatiaa for Works of DroinHy, I have inWed mote on 
the Ffdlions, than any other Head of the following 
JDifcoar/e; in hopes of a' more welcme Rec^tipn fre^ 



far'd fir ft, by that general ^ajie, 6r Oifpoj^ion tf 
Heart, which I have mentioned. 1 have mark'd the 
Siltin^bns, and FecuHarities of the Faflioos, wUb 
fome Care. 

A French Jiathor, has treats ofthm with fueh 

jkcuracy, and Jpplmfi, that it eondUated to him the 

farti- 



the P k E P A C E. 

f articular Favour of a celebrated ^ieen^ who wept 
for the Death offhe Author Qfthat^^PiecCy though 
Jbe had never feen the Man, 

BUT He had a wrong Byqfs on him through tb$^ 
Wjiolc to the Prejudice of it ; Nor could I reap Oiy 
^dvainagefirom Him hejide that of having fuch an £^[ 
ainpleoflttaufiryy and Di/cernn^ej^t ^ ofwjbicby whaf^ 
ijjfe I have ma/e I do ffot liopey but Fear, the Reader 
will too $ajily perceive. That Author indeed difplays. 
the Pafjions at large^ andpurfues them into all theirs 
Jevera/ Brancpes^ whereas I could find Room for the. 
Primary ^ or Radical ^affions onhy at prefent ; but 
J hey may y oneDayfhoot^ under tier i^^jefifs benign 
Influence^ (who like the ^een above-mentioned^ is the;, 
great eft Encourager of Arts) and give that one Trec^ 
of Human Knowledge its entire Grorji;ttb. 

B U T ^s IfnfkfrfeSi a^ th^ Difcourf^ Vov^ iSj (<^ 
which I am mryfenjibl^\ 1 perfua^e my felf tb% Rta^ 
^er will find an tincommfsi Variety hi it ; And that 
theObfervationSy which are. by nq Afeans drawn fiom 
JpookSy butthefjfe^ ^^^fof^^y^fty that any one w ha 
if at the Pains of looking gn th^m^ may pojjibly find 
Truths which his own E^fperience.^an attejt^ and thus 
t( a Witpcft, a^ well as a Judge of 'ifihat is Here 
written ; He may find fome Trac^s^ fome features of 
Jbis own Conditiony as tk^ Trojan met H^ own Figure 
en a Foreign Shore. I wifh^ {a rare Wtfh in a Writer), 
that I could be refuted ip v/h^t is H^re advanc^dy for 
fome^ of the Truths axe very melancholy. I hope the 
Great Length will be excuf^dy fince the Nature ofth^ 
SttbjeS might eafily havjs betray d me into a much 
greater Tranfgrefflon againfl the Common Limits of 
This kind ofWrtting, 

I F this Piece in any tolerable Degree anfwer its 
Title, a Perufdlwill not be thrown away upon it. For 
I look on it as one of the Dcfidcrata /« Literature^ ana, 
that oftbenearejly and mojjf General Cqnciirn tfi Man^ 




Co LOSS. iii. 2. 

Set your AffeEiions on Things 
ahove^ and not on Things on 
the Earth. , , 




E by no Means OQeftion, but that 
the Birth, and Life, and Death^ 
and Rcfurrcftion of our Lord, were 
A^ of infinite Merit; Merit fuC- 
ficicnt to fatisfy God's Jufticc, and 

bring Sinners to the Terms of Rc- 

copcilcment, and Salvation : But we muft not ima- 
gine that they wrought any Change, or Confufion in 
the Nature of Things. God is as pure as ever, and 
Iniquity is as moch his AvcrHon : Though he can be 
reconciled to Sinners^ he cannot be reconciled ro 
Sin\ and tho' the Sinner may be faved, he cannot 
bcy^^fi^ unlefs he, firft, be cbav^ad'^ for Heaven 
has no more Admittance for Corruption, than it 
had before. And therefore the unchangeable Ho-« 
Hoefs of God requires, that, notwithftanding all our' 
Lord has done to^fave us, we Ihould ftill work out 
our own Salvation^ by a Conformity to his Esam- 
}le, as Vfcll as a Depcqdance on bis Af**"'' ■' nor, 
- moft 



2 A True Eftimate of Human Life^ 

moft impiouily, make his Merit aa Encoorageinent 
of Sin. 

FOR. this Re^fon, the Chriftian is called OQ. 
to be born, to live, to die, and to rife again, ia %, 
Moral Senfe ; for in the Natural^ all thefe A<^ arc.; 
Ads of Neccffity. Thelp j£xprefIions import ia 
many feveral Stages in the Chriitiaa Coi^rfe. 

B Y Nature we are bom of Flefh and Blood, 
which gives us a Gonilitution fond of what is pre^ 
fpnt^ and carelcfe of what is future : And there- 
fore, to fecure the future, we are told, that the 
Spirit of God is a new Principle of Life, which,* 
when received into the Soul, will imprefs on it new 
Thoughts, new Aims, $nd new Defircs ; and to 
receive this Principle, and thefe Impref^ons, is the 
Chriftian £/>ri&, 

B Y l^ature we live a Life of Senfe and Seli& 
will, which is deftrudivc of our eternal Interefti* 
and therefore we are enjoined to take the Will 
of Chrift for our Rule, and his Prafticfe for our Ex-« 
ample \ and this is the Chrii^ian life. 

B Y Nature we die thro' a Separation of Soql 
and Body ; but this Scpars^tion m^kes it well with 
pone, with whonj it was not well before ; and therc-^ 
fore we ^re enjoined to die to Sin j and this \% the 
Chriftian Death. 

B Y Nature (or by God's Appointment in Na^ 
turc) we arc to rile again, whether we will, or no; 
but nothing that is of pure Force can produce aa 
Kffcdt to any one^s fpiritual Advantage ; and therc*^ 
fore arc wc to rife by Choice ; that is, hyfettipg out 
JffeSiiovs on ^bwp above '^ and this is the Chriftiao . 
Refurre(Hon\ the Perfedion of the Chriftian State/ 
and that which the Text particularly calls fon I ' 



\4 True lEftimate of Human Life. 3 

^' I S H A L L begin with explaining the Words. 
The firft Word in the original Text contains the 
whole Ad of our Duty : We tranflatc it^fit your 
j^eHions ; but more is implied in it. Wc cannot 
love any Thing without judging of its Worth ; or 
can vit judge of the Worth of any Thing, without 
taking it into our l^houghts^ aua the Word figni- 
fies each of thefe Ads, to * think^ to \ judge ^ and 
to II hyue. Thus the whole Signification of the 
Word not only teaches us the whole J& of our 
Duty, but likewife the Method neceflary for the 
Pra&ice of it j thinky judge y and then love. 

THE next Wwds are Things ahove : Shewing 
the Objed of our Duty. Now Things above, in 
the Style of Scnpture, fignifics the Things of 
Grace^ and the Tilings of Qloiy. The Things of 
Grace^ arc Holincls, Jufticc, Temperance, Chari- 
•ty, and all other Chriftian Virtocs. Prov. xv. a4. 
^be Way ofUfe is above to the Wife^ that he may de^ 
part from Hell beneath ; that is, every wife Man 
will be religious ; for this is the Way above, that 
upper, exalted Way that leads to Lite : But Sin is 
the low, and ignominious Way j fo low, that there 
is nothing beneath it but Hell, to which it leads. 

S E C O N D L Y, by Things above, are meant 
the Things of Glory ; as the beatifick Vifion of 
God, the Prefcnce of Chrift, the Converfation of 
Angels, the Fellowihip of Saints; Bodies glorified. 
Souls ennobled. Faculties enlarged, and entertained 
with tranfporting Gbje<9:s, and replcniflied with un- 
mixed Joys! All theic Things are meant by Things 
^above; And one would imagine that an Injundioa 
<:oald not be ungrateful, to fet our Jffehions tn 
Things like thefe. 
"'^ ^^^ AND 

* Rom. xii. •\ Rom, xiv. 6, \ In vhc Text. 
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A N D yet it fs ungrateful to moft of us ; and 
that for this Reafon, becaufc there are Things oh, 
the Earth too, Things contrary in their Nature^ 
and inconfiftent in their Choice^ . with the Thinra 
now mentioned : Picafant Things, and fuch whole 
Fleafures are prefent, and palpable, and always at 
hand : Fleafures of Appetite and Senfe, thofe wiiH 
ning Matters, under whofe Dominion wc fpend the 
firft of our Years for wafjt of Reafon, and (too o^ 
ten) the reft, in /pite of it : Fleafures, that thro' 
their Number, and Opportunity, and Frepoireffion, 
and Cuftom, get fucli a fatal Afcendant, that unr 
lefs we are always on our Guard againft them, our 
'LovcofThwgs above y/ai cither never fpring, or 
(what is all one) never come to Maturity. Arid 
this is the Reafon of that Caution fuperadded in the 
laft Words of the Text, fiot on Things on the Earth. 

HAVING thus explained the Words, I pro^ 
ceed to (hew the particular Method of pra^Uing the 
Duty contained in them; which codiifts (as I have 
already intimated) in thofe three Ads ; Firft,Think- 
ing of; Secondly, Judging; Thirdly, Loving the 
l%ivp above. 

T O think of them is the beginning of our Du- 
ty. Nothing can Ad on the Soul but by the Mc- 
aiadon of Thought ; that which we think not of^ 
moves us no more than that which is not : And 
therefore it is not fo much the Beauty, or Excel- 
lency, or Gratefulnefe, or Fitnefs of an Objeft, as 
Thought that makes us love. The Objed brings 
in the Matter, but Thought gives the Form to the 
Paffion, and if we think not of a Thing, it is im- 
poiFible we ihould love it, be it never Ib'lovely. 

IF 
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1 P therefore we would work ourfelves to a pro- 
per Zeal for Things abovcy it is neceilar^ that we 
ihould allow ourfelves dated Seafons of thmkiDg on 
them : We muft call them into oiir Mind, and 
make them the Matter of our ferious Contempla- 
tion, and then the moft deHrable Things will: cer- 
tainly move in us a fuitable Defire. . 

'I 

. N O R is it ftrange that Thought Ihould be nc- 
ceffary to give us an JffeSiion for Things Spiritual 
and remote^ when it is neceil^ry to give- Jus a Per^ 
ception of ThingsyJw/y^/^, and.^Jf h^^nd. The Eye 
may be open on an Obieft which it does not fee ; 
and the Ear ftruck with Sounds which it does not 
hear, if Thought is intenfely engaged another Way. 
But fmall Attention, indeed^ is neceflary to givt 
Things fenfible, aadpreient their full Force on ua 
And this is the Reafbn of that Advantage which 
earthly Things ha^e on our Choice, above hcayoid'- 
ly : They are immediate; thcit^t^ence ia^thpit 
Power. But religious Thought j a;nd that only,:cao 
rob them of this fatal Advantage^; which is a 
itrong Arguufient for the Fraftice. of this Duty : 
Thought can make abfent Things prefent, take 
away the Diftancc between Earth and Heaven, and 
make an eternal Good, though future, a better En- 
tertainment, and fuller Satisfaftion to the Mind^ 
than all the Pleafures of Sin, tho' at hand. 

" ■ .* ■ » 

I CONFESS, indeed, fincc Heaven forcca 

it fclf on our Thoughts, from a thoufand Qcca^ 
.lions, whether we will, jqr no ; that many think 
of Heaven, and yet do* not . defire it as much aa 
they ought; but this I affirm, that every Man de- 
fires it in Proportion to his Thinking : For no Maa 
but wifliesfor Heaven, while Heaven is on his Mindj 
and if every tranfient Glance of Thought can pro- 
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cure a JVi/bj it is a good Argument, that a fixed, 
and frequent Contemplation would produce no Icls 
than an effcftual fVill. It therefore we aifFedt not 
Heaven enough, it is becaufe we contemplate it too 
little. 

•INDEED there is one ftrange Confidcration 
which offers it fclf on this Subjed: Since our com- 
mon Notion of Things above reprcfcnts them as 
iiifiifitely pr^e&rable to all other, how is it pollible 
that they fliould not ever engage our Thoughts ? 
"How is it podible, that Mankind which abhors no- 
thing fo much as Pain, Ihbuld not be for ever me- 
^tadne on that Place, which we confefs to be the 
Scat of pcT&& Exemption from it ? How is it 
potfible,' that Maoikind which toils out a weary 
fcift fii eager Purftiits of every Jppearavce of Goody 
fliould forget That which we contcft the Supreme ? 
For it is too manifeft, that as the Thoughts of 
-Heaven, and heavenly Things enter moft rarely 
\tkt6 our Minds, fo they hang the moft hofely there, 
ai^care fooneft diflodged from their (lender Hold 
<on us. Every new Objeft, tho' never fo trifling, 
foi^ign, or abfurd, is fufficient to divert us from 
thd Importance of them. 

' THE Holy Scripture is frequent in aflcrting, 
that the Devil Is adually, and pdrpctaally convcr- 
fent among us. • His End and Buiine^ being to fc- 
duce, deceive, and deftroy. Nor can there be a 
greater human Demonftration of this Trbth, than 
this Inftance of our Thoughts, with regard to the 
Ooti tem^acion of ctcmtffHappinefe ; wherein their 
Siackhefs, Avocations, Startings, Wianderings, and 
interruptions^ arc fo unaccountable, fo contrary to 
their Nature" and Manner of Attention, when ap- 
plied to worldly. ObjeAs, that they cannot fccm to 
receive their GonduCl from any Principle, cither 

Volun- 
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Voluntary, or Mechanical, that is purely within 
our fclvcs, but from the cxtrinfick Influence, and 
InjcAion of that evil Spirits And accordingly 
we find him charged, Mat, xiii. 1 9. with this very 
Fa6t of fnatching away Good Thoughts from the* 
Heart of Man^ 

AND, indeedi, if Men but grant that there is 
fuch a Power, and that he can tempt us, (which, if 
we deny, we muft ceafe to be Chriftians,) the Other 
follows of it feif : For the Region of the Soul, in 
which the Devil forges his Wiles to deceive us, 19 : 
the Imagination ; and bis Manner of working is by 
forming Images, or exciting Motions there, whica 
become the immediate Matter of our Thought ; and 
his ^imc of working is then particularly, when he 
perceives our Minds are religioufly di^)ofed ; for 
then he is moil a&aid oflooiing his Hold on us* And : 
thence comes to pais (what I iear 41 of us have perr . 
ceived) that at tne Seafbns of Devotion a Languor, 
and Inattention often comes over us, which we feel, 
neither before, nor after : For then efpccially, he . 
attempts our Imagination, and throngs it with fb* 
reign Matter. A3 therefore my Text requires the 
fetting our Thoughts on Things dhove^ in order to create , 
fuch a Relifh, and kindle fuch a Defire as is due to 
them ; fo, in order to fettbg our Thoughts out 
them, it is neceflary to fuperadd this Rule; That 
in the Seafons afEgned for fuch Contemplation, we 
Ihould always guard our Thoughts with that Peti- 
tion in the Lord's Prayer, Deliver us from Evily 
that Evil-^one (as it may be rendered) who is ever 
Hovering round us to fnatch away good Thought3 
from our Hearts. 

B U T a Pcrfuafivc to fcrious Contemplation (and * 
nothing lels than ferious Contemplation is fuificient) 
muft fcem ftrange to fo gay an Age, which has di- 

flinguilhed 
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ftinguifhcd itfclf by nothing more, than by carry* 
ing Divcrfions to their greatcft, and moft expeniive 
Hfcight ; Diver/tonsj which arc the Rcverfc of fc** 
rjous Thought : An Age, which particularly may be 
fald with Sempronia^ * Pfallere, i3 faliare cle^afH 
tins quam necejfe eji ^rob(f. Pecuniae, an Famae mi^ 
nuspaneret baud facile difcernerei. I cannot thcrc- 
fbre but repeat what cannot, I think, fail of fbmc 
T^ikdt on ail that hear it attentively, 

^^ A H ! my Friends ! while we /^^*» all Thinga 
^^ zxzferious round about ua : God is lerious, w"ho 
" cxcrcifeth Patience toward us ; Chrift is fcrious, 
*^ who Ihed hia Blood for us ; the Holy Ghoft is fc- 
** rious, who ftriveth againft^ the Obftinacy of oar 
*^ Hearts ; the Holy Scriptures bring to our Ears 
*f the moft ferious Things iq the world ; the Holy 
^^ Sacraments reprefent the moft ferious, and awful 
*^ Matters ; the whole Creation is ferious in fcrving 
*• GoAj and us; all that arc in Heaven, or Hel^ 
^* af e ferious ; how, then, can we be gay ? '* To 
give thefc excellent Words their fpU Force, it 
ftould be known, that they came not from the 
^riefthood^ but the Court ; and from a Courtier s^a 
eminent as England ever boafted. 

I SHALL now proceed to my fecond Head, 
fudging of the things above ; which is the fecond 
A61 of our Duty. As judging of them without 
thinkings which ijpixie do, (or our Converfations and 
Preflcs would ndt be fo guilty as they are,) is pre- 
pofterou3 ; iothinking\^£ thzm "withoMt judgingy i% 
incompetent, and fhort. We muft thttciorc judge 
likewife of the Things above ; that is, we muft think 
of them comparatively^ weigh them againft all other 
Things, that may poflible ftand in Competiuon 
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with them j and fo on a rational, and mature De- 
liberation, give them that Preference which they fo 
well defervc. 

NOW this/ecovd Ad of tlic Soul is ncceflary 
for the fixing our Affections, for this Reafbn j bc- 
caufe the limple A& oiJhwking^ indifferently raifes 
our Love to every Thing that is pleafurable ; but 
when Judgment conies to examine, and difcem be- 
tween thole pleafurable Things, it will find that 
fome of them muft be foregone, and rejeded of Ne- 
ceility, becaufe they are inconfiftent withy and de- 
firuftive of each other. And this, in a particular 
Manner, is the Cafe between Things above^ andThings 
MM the Earth * both of them offer Pleafures, and 
(uch Fleafures as milft neceflarily engage our Aff- 
fedlons, on our firft Contemplation of them : But 
thofe two kinds of Fleafures are inconfiftent ; (6 
contrary to each other, both in their Nature, and 
their Means ; that it is. impoilible for one Soul to ^ 
purfue both; fuch, therefore, as entertain a di- 
ftraded Inclination for both of them, ar^ called in 
Scripture, Men of two Souls. 

SINCE, then, it is necefiary to chu/e one, ia 
order to enjoy eithery let our judgment examine 
thefc two Competitors for our Affcdions, Things 
above J and Things upon the Earth j and fee which of 
them is moil likely to bring in the fullell Satisfa&ion 
to our Souls. 

F I R S T, let us put this World in the Ballance ; 
and to avoid Confuiion in (6 wide a Subjed, let us* 
feparately confidcr the different Orders^ Jges^ Jims^ 
Relations^ Conjiitutionsy Tempers ^ and PaJJions of 
Men; and fee ^s Variety united in Uneafeefs and 
Complaint, 

B FIRST, 
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F I R S T, As to their Orders. The ^eafant 
complains aloud ; the C(?r/rr/Vr in Secret repines: la 
Want^ what Diftrcfs ? In Jffiuence^ what Satiety ? 
The Great are under as much Difficulty to expend 
with Pleafure, as the Mean to labour with Succeft, 
In Rmrememy what Ofcitancy, what Heavincfe? 
In the World, what Conflia, what Fatigue? The 
Ignorant^ thro* ill-grounded Hope, are dif^ppointed^ 
the ir>;c«;/>7f, thro' Knowledge, dcfpoAa. Igno- 
rance occalions Miftake ; Miftake Difeppointment, 
and Difappointment h Mifery : Knowlcagc, on the 
other hand, gives true Judgment : and true Judg^c 
rrient of Things bdow, gives a Dcmopftration of 
their Infufficicncy to our Peace. Good Fortune makes 
the Will undifciplinpd and diflplute, the Imaginatioa 
vain, the Paffions ftrong, and the Undcrftantling 
weak :• A miferable State \ JjffliSiion is the bcft School 
of Wifdom ; no Volumes are an Equivalent for the 
Ncceffity of Reflexion that lays us qnder ; but then 
it muft be confefied we pay dear for its Inftruiftion : 
And flncc the End of wifdom is to lead us to Plea- 
fore, what fignifics that WiCiom which is accom-p* 
panicd with rain ? 

THE Marriage State only may be the moft 
happy, but is the linroft d^ngerpus; as fruitful of 
Calamities, asiti^ of Relations^ whofo Capacity 
of being our ^rcateft Plcafures, is iikcwile their Ca-» 
padtyof being our greatoft Pains. And if we con-» 
lult Experience more than Reafon in this Point, wc 
have Grounds tp fear the worft. Nor is Regfon en- 
tirely on the other fide ; for if there arc more Vices 
than Virtues, more unfortunate than fortunate Ac- 
cidents in Life, the Ballancc, in this State, will pro- 
bably turn againft us: The Good iij it we look on as 
our Due, and therefore receive it cSSldly, and with- 
out a proper Emotion of Heart; the Bad is un- 

cxpeiSted, 
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expcfted, and therefore keen the Refcntmcnt of it ; 
The Shaft is Iharp ; the Surprize dips it in Poifon, 
and doubles our Anguiih. Both Farcies look on all 
that the other can do for them as an abfolute Dek: 
This Notion leaves Both a much Icfs Power to o^- 
IfgCy than to difgufi \ and confcquently makes Dil-^ 
quiets almoft unavoidable* 

THE State ofCelehacy^ unlefe it can work out 
an artificial Happinefs for the Abfcncc of Evils, 
which requires a peculiar Strength of Mindj is a 
defcrt, melancholy, and difconfolate State: At the 
Maturity of Life, tender AfFedlions awake in the 
Heart, which demand their proper Objcdls, and 
pine for the want of them. In this State of Celebacy, 
they mufl! either be extinguilhed, or contmucd 
without Gratification : Thcfirfi is a great Violence 
to Nature; xhtfecovd^ heir lafting Pain; and a Paiti 
of that Kind, which furni%d the ^latonijis with 
their principal Idea of Hell. Our Paternal Jffec-^ 
tiotjs muff be drawn off, like a Mother's Milky ot 
they will corrupt, and turn to Diftafe. 

HUSBAND, and Fathery are the Titles of 
Honour which Nature 6\(penksy and endows them 
with greater Plcafure, than ady Tides which ¥or^ 
tune can confer. They that refift the Impulfed of 
Nature, are refifted by Her, in their new Schemed 
of Enjoyment; and Nature is a powerful Adver* 
fary. He that has Children multiplies himfclfj ancf 
gives Happineis many Channels by which to flow 
in upon him : Letting the Heart ftream out -in 
Tendcrnefs on its proper Objeds, as it is the greats 
eft Duty, fo it is the greateft Bleffing of Life : To 
have no brie, to whom we heartily wifli well, and 
for whon^ we arc warmly concerned, is a deplora- 
ble State. It may be faid, that Wifdom will pro- 
vide U3 'with fu?H Qbjeds, in every Condition : It 
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may.; but it would coft qs left Pains,, if wc fufFcrc4 
Nature to cafe her of that Trouble. 

PERSONS of Birth J Riches, ^ower, and T^ 
lefHSy thofc Ihining, and envied Characters, have 
all their peculiar E\i\Sy the Growth of their rcr 
fpedivc States. 

FIRS T, Perfons of Birth: Thcfc have their 
Eye on their Anceftors ; and would have their Gkn 
ry fublifl: on the Merit of the Dead. This the 
World will not agree to, bat thinks that an Jrgu^ 
meiJt for Attainments of their own, which the Great 
by Birth look on as their Exemption from the Lar 
hour of them: Thus are they pain'd, where they 
exped Homage, to find Reproach* They conteqiq 
thofe of mean Extradion ; and by that Contempt, 
as it were, eifaS their Hate; and generally have 
what they cxa(^, with the bad Coniequences of it. 
Ardently they defire Honours, becaufc it is natu- 
ral to Men to defire an Jc cumulation of that Gooc{^ 
of which already they enjoy a Share : Hence a Dit: 
appointment in T2?/5 Purfuit, is more flinging to 
. them, than others. Who is truly more noble for 
his high Birth? He that defpifcs it ; He that dc- 
fpifes it as a Pojfejfiony but values it ^ an Incitement 
to Virtue* Their Appellations aye their InJlruSlors z 
they are ftiled Noble, on a Prefumption that they 
retain the Virtue :^ their Blood is ftiled (jmro/f^, oq 
a Prefumption that they retain the high Nature^ ot 
their Anceftors. Their Riches arc not fufficient. 

SECONDLY, Men of Riches: Thefc Men, 
which is natural, are fo high in their Opinion of 
what they largely poflcfs, that they think to have 
Riches, is to have every Thing', that, they think 
them the Q^rice for, and Tttle to all the World can 
give^ or Man enjoy. Hence high Expeffations, and 
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high Kefentments^ and every Evil is aggrandized by 
Thcfc. Every wrong Acciaent is a Calamity ^ and not; 
only a Calamity, but an Ifijury tooj for have not ^hey 
a Title to better Things? Others, when they arc 
fick, zxzforry ; but thefc are angry alfo, and look 
on a Gout^ or a Fever^ as an Objeft of Ke/intmefiti 
■which is ftill the ftrangcr, becaufc, for thc.raoft 
Part, they invite them to their Habitations. 

THIRDLY, Men of Power: They that have 
it in their power to make the Fortune, and Reputa- 
tion of others, may have, and often have as many E- 
nemies, as thofe whofc Fortune, and Reputation 
they do fwt make. For Men are fo fond of them- 
fel vcs, as to think that All othersr^« do, thcyjbould 
do for them. .This is unjuft, but this is true. And 
hence it is, that all the Vneafy^ inftead of venting their 
Paffion by ftriking the Air, as it is natural for the 
peevifh in their Gufts of Rage to do, vent it often on 
Men in Power, by fhooting their Arrows at theni,[ 
e^en litter words\ becaufe Men are apt to think the/ 
contrad an Importance, from the Importance of 
thofe they injure. Whereas it is rare that Men in 
Power give juft Offence to fuch as thefc : If they in- 
jure, they ftoop not to thefe ; they level at the Great, 
for that gives their Dignity the higheft Satisfadion. 
The Great often jufily are^ the Mean often, unjuflly 
willbe^ their Enemies. Where then are their Friends? 
They muft be few, and thofe few are more likely to 
be fecrct Enemies to Them, than to any others with 
whom they pals for Friends. Bccaufe, Firft, Men 
of Power create the greateft Envy^ which is our' 
Jirongefi faffion: Secondly, their Ruin would afford 
the largefl Plunder, and our own Emolument is our 
€htefeji Jim. 

F O U R T H L Y, Men of Talents : If they do not 
exert them, it will cofl them much Pains, and they 
may probably fail ofSuccefe, through Malice ofJc^ 
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ctcUnty or Indifcretkn of Cboia. Or if they facdedd 
in their Labour y their Labour may not fucceed in iti 
Reputation; or if it docs, it is only letting them- 
fclves a bard Task for the future ; for it is doable 
Shame to fall beneath themfeives. Fame is generally 
thefe Mens Aim; and to fail of our Aim, be it ne- 
ver fo idle, is Infelicity. An Author at his Lamp 
tells himfclf in Triumph, now the Toil is almoff 
over, the Purchafc at hand, he is within a Month of 
Immortality. But on Publication he finds the Pay- 
ment deferred, deferred to the Day of hi« Dcatn$ 
too late a Payment of Tbat which he cannot tran£* 
fer to his Heir. There is no ftronger Infatuatioo 
than this Delirc of chimerical Immortality. It is ve- 
ry ftrangc ; but the Secret of it is this ; God im-^ 
planted in the Soul a violent Deiire of Approbation^ 
in order to ftimulatc Men into an Attainment of hia 
cwn Approbation, which ie the nqoft valuable; at 
he implanted in the Soul ftrong Hope^ and Fear^ 
and Laoe^ that he himfcIf might be the Obicid: of 
them, as my Text directs : But as thefe JffeSions^ 
when they ftop fhort on Temporalsy become ^aim ; 
lothis violent Dclire of JfpprobatiotJy when it ftopa 
Aort at Men, becomes, tho' moft admirably wife 
in God's Defign, that ridiculous, and feemingly 
unaccountable Folly of which I fpeak : And the 
wifeft of Men, not attending to tnis, have Ibpicn 
times ftarted in Surprize and Sharaie, on difcover- 
ing that fome of their nobleft Defigns had their Rife, 
and Termination in that moft delpicable Point, the 
Opimon of Men. Thus you fee that the Thirft 
of JpproiaUonj when milapplicd becomes a Follf^ 
and incurs Shamey which it would mojt aivoid. And 
this is the State of the greateft Gifts that Omnipo- 
tence can beflow, when turned on improper End's^ 
ThiSy therefore, which might feem^/^r^w, is not 
fo ; it tends to demonftrate the Mifcrics of this Life, 
fincc hence it appears, that wc have Reafon to 

ftaa<^: 



A True EJiimate ef Human Life. t jr 

ftand in Dread of the very Uxcelkncies of our Nature, 
as well a$ the ImperfeSHons of it. 

SECONDLY, Confider the different Jges: 
Toufig Men dcfir c fajponately^ and therefore are c^ic-^ 
tively difappointed. They deiirc chiefly Gratifica- 
tions of Setj/iy and therefore ibon impair their Appe- 
tites for them) and anticipate old Age by Infirmities. 

T H E Y are extreamly mutable in their Inclina^ 
tions, and therefore as fome Things by Nature can^ 
mtj others, through their own Temper^ Jball not 
pleafe them long. 

THEY zxz fajlidms in their Pleafures, as think- 
ing the moft delicate and eicaltcd, the Prerogative 
ofthcir Time of Life : Thus they tejeB many, and 
impair the reft. 

THEY zrc prem to Jinger^ bccaufe unfubdued 
by Fortune^ and unapprized by Wifdom of what they 
ought to expfcd : Hence ate they difpleafed with 
others without Caufe, and then with themfelves, 
for being fo ; for generally their Senfe of being in the 
wrong is as quick, as their Propenfity to it, is ftrong, 

THEY have not a fufficient Regard for Things 
oi Utility J (becaufe they never wanted,) and find the 
bad Effe^s of it ; what Pride can better tafte, plcafes 
Them more : Hence they are very tender of their 
Honour y before they have gained any ; and thus are 
they pained, not only ab^ut Things thac are^ but 
Things alfo, that are not. 

THEY zretreduhusy becaufc unexperienced ; de- 
ceived, becaufe credulous; and outrageous, becaufc 
deceived : And hence, from too fond an Opinion y they 
are apt to conceive too inveterate a Dijlike for Man- 
kind : asfi'uitful a Source of Evil, as their/r/? Miftakc. 
' ' THE 
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THE young Man's Field of Kefieahn is fmall, 
for little is paft ; his Field of Hope is large, for much 
is to come ; which felling in with Vivacity of Spirits, 
and Vanity of Heart, he indulges it to the Exclu* 
lion of ncceflary Fear, which is the Shield of Life; 
and hence is he perpetually wounded in his ^eace^ 
Fortune^ Reputatiorjy or tualthy or All. 

H E delights in Extreamsj whereas Virtue is in the 
Meafjy and Happinels dwells with hen He is a 
Squanderer of Wealthy as well as of Health, Peace, 
and Reputation ; and by the Guilt of Youth, lays 
up Poverty for Age j of which I am now to ^ak. 

jiG E is infcfted with Sufpiciofiy Excefs ofCaa-^ 
tion^ DifaffeBiony ^uplanimityy IlUberalityy ^cru^ 
lou/fjefsj Immodejlyy Garrulity y Want of Compajffiony 
folid Hatredy Morofenefsy inordinate Self-Lovey <x- 
tream Covetou/hefSy and Dijiempers. 

A N old Man xsfufpiciousy becaufe incredulous ; 
and incredulous, becaufe experienced. For the 
JOidwledgiy and Dijiruji of Mankind are infeparable. 
Now he that lives in perpetual Su/pidony lives the 
Life of aCentinel, of a Ccntincl never relieved; 
whofc Bufincfs it is to look out iibr, and e^cpeSf an 
Enemy, which is an Evil not very far Ihort of 
perijhing hy him. 

ALLIED to Sufpicion is E^cefs of Caution : 
"Wifdom, Coldncfs of Temperature, andfometimcs 
Ill-nature, arc mixed in this. I Ihall chufe one In- 
ftancc that includes them all : In Points of Specula^ 
tion he rarely affirms, or denies any Thing pofitivc- 
ly, though he is bell able to do it : He knows »(^- 
thingy but is oifuch an Opinion on moft Occalions; 
by which, one Thing he means, is, to call younger 

Mea 
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Men Fools, (who delight in a morefanguine Stile) 
and thus, artfully^ to gratify his Uilaffcaion to them, 

H E 18 all DifaffeSidn : I Ipcak in general. He 
loves no body> bccaufe formerly, very probably, 
his good Inclinations have been abufed ; belidcs, 
the Affedkions as naturally ccfntraft in the Evening 
of Life, as Flowers at the Departure of the Sun- 
Now he that lovcanonc, enjoys none j nor is loved, 
or enjoyed by any. 

H E is PttfilamnMis:, ftotii decay of Spirits, and, 
the Blows 01 Fortune. Now Pufilaniijiity is the 
Want ofHofCy and Hope is the Cordial of Life. 

. H E is ^aerulous, which is the Voice of Pulila- 
nimity ; and an infallible Source of CofJtempt. 

H E is Iltiberalj as knowing how hard it is to gaiUy 
and how:cafy to &/J j as likewife, from a grovying 
Paflion for the Security of To-morrow • whereas 7o- 
Day is the Miftrcfs of Youth. Now lUibcrality is 
the Source of Hatred^ as Getlerojity is of Love. 

H £ is Tmmodefty I mean hardened to the Eye^ 
and unafie&ed with the Opinion of others, bccaufe 
he difcftecms than ; and difeftecms them, bccaufe 
he knows them ; and Praife, and Difpraifc we di(^ 
cfteem, when we difcftecm Thofe from whom they 
come. Now this Immodefty is a Source both of li/- 
tnd zxxA.Cofjtentft. Befides, Virtue is always en- 
feebled by a Ncgleft of Praife, which is a Food of ir<, 

• Tri^K is Talkative^ bccaufe his largcft Scenes lies 
iackward'^ and his Talk on the paft^ is always a Cen- 
furc on the prefifJt: Now he that cenfures, is difplea^ 
JSfd. Befides^ this Talkativcnefs is difgufting on two 

Accounts : Fiift, as he is' generally his own Theme j 
.^ I> Secondly* 
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Secondly, as it raos counter to the Fire, ^d Adivi« 
ty of younger Men, to whom he Ipeaks. 

HIS CompaJJiou \%JIight^ from his Familiarity 
with Misfortunes ; and his Hatred is folid^ more apt 
to vent it fclf in Defds than Words^ from the Matu- 
rity of his Wifdom, which loves Things effe3ualj 
and to the Purpofc. His former Qualities put him 
in a State of War with Mankind : Tlns^ in a State 
of War that gives no Quarter, 

H E is Moro/ey and an imrdinate Imier of himfelf 
The ¥irfiy becaulc he envies the Pleafurcs which he 
can't partake. There is no fuch Things at leaft, in 
our Climate, as a gay old Man ; A ¥ly in Winter is 
for Nations nearer the Sun; He .is the Second^ be- 
caufe Men rife in Fondncfsifbr Things^ in Propor- 
tion to their Hazard of lofing them ; and bis Life 
is on the Departure. Hence abfurdly his ^affion 
for it increafcs, as its Value fails. Now £:om all that 
has been iaid, 

HIS extream Covetou/hefs is accounted for. Mo- 
ney has two excellent Qualiciesfbr him: Ftrjiy it will 
do that for him, which no one will, willingly, do: 
It will keep him Company, as it always does; it will 
flatter him; it will go on .his Errands; it will pro- 
cure him Smiles, and Bows, and all -the Outjide of 
AfFeClion, and Refped:. Seco)uily^ as it is a Thing 
inanimate J it can give no Offence. But net to ag- 
gravate this Matter, (which it little needs I ) grant- 
ing, that as Totttb is the Reign of vehement Dcfire, 
and vehement Delirc, is a Difeafc, a Fever, a Pain; fo 
Jjge^ indeed, brings on a Serenity ; Experience makes 
us able Pilots in the Waves of Fortune, and Vigour 
impaired no \or\gcv fcoTchcs us with the Violence of 
Pelire; Granting, that the Mind gains that Strength, 
which the Body lofcs^ and intellectual Pleafures arc 

then 
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then in their full Force j ^tx. fo, it muft be confet 
fed are 

DIStEM^ £ R 5 too; and what Comfort is 
there in an Ho/pit al^ or a Sform ? In Toutb what Dil- 
appointmcnts of our own making? In Age what DiP 
appointments from the Nature oi Things? It is long 
before we arrive at a right Condudt, and by that ac 
a true Relilh, and good Husbandry of Lite j and 
when we are arrived at it, as much as Wifdom gives, 
STtme withdraws, Objc<fts begin to flatter, and Ap- 
petites to fail. Human Life has then its Morning 
and Evening ; but the Eveving and Morning are one 
Day\ a Day of Sorrows! ditfcrcnt indeed in Sort, 
but in Elfcncc the fame. And this is the Rcafon 
why Men always unhappy, arc always expedting 
Happinels. For had we no Change of Scents rb ex- 
perience one after another, we fhould fooner be con- 
vinced of the Vanity of our Expe<9:ations : Whereas 
we, now, arc amufed with Hope, which, for Plca- 
furc, gives us Change of Pain ; we are wrsfcbedy 
and deceived^ which increafes our Wrctchcdncfs ; 
for every Sorrow receives a new Sting, from out 
Expeftation of the contrary. 

THIRDLY, Confidcr 6ur Jims: If w^ let 
loofc our Wiflics at Things above our Dcfcrt, how 
rarely avc fucceed? Or if we fucceed, how are wc 
pained with the Fears of expofing our Infufficiency ? 
How fliall we make good the rromifc our Fortune 
has made to the World? We muft live in perpetu- 
al Conftraint.; be for ever fwcating under a Mask 
of Form and Artifice^ which,' in fpiteofall our Care, 
the Wife will fee through; and, at their Mercy we 
lie, for the -precarious Chara<5tcr. we prcfervc. And 
how ridiculous a Sight it is, to fee a Man cmbar- 
raflcd bv good Fortune, and ftrucrorlino; with his own 
Succds ? To take up more Money than our EJhte 
caPi anfwer, in Time, is certain Kain : T^'o take tip 

Da more 
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more Reputation than our Mtrit can anfwcr, in 
Time, is as certain Shame. 

I F our Fortumy on the other hand, falls below 
our Defei'ty how carelels are wc of exerting thofe 
Capacities we arc really Mailers of, and of levying 
that Advantage, and Reputation which is due to 
them ? Our Preferment is our Puniflimcnt ; and 
the Conlcioufncfs of our Worth is at once our Pride^ 
and our JffiiBion: Hpw unpromiling a Scene is 
that for Happinefe, where our Merit increafes the 
Number of our Fains ? 

I F our Aims tsLYcproportiof^ed to oar De/erty wt 
may indeed fucceed ; but opr Succcfs will foon grow 
infipid, nay, painful, when we fee- (as foon wc 
ftial}.! ) pur Inferiors in Merit get the Start of 03 in 
Place,, and Fortune; when wc find our Wifdom^ 
and Modejiy lefs advantageous, than the RaJhmfSy 
and Confidence of other Men. 

1 F . wc fland Jlofie^ and Independent, it is a* 
proud, but a folitary, and unconitortablc Domini- 
on; unrefrcfhed with Hope, which is the Life of 
Lite itfelf. If wc have our Attachments, and lean 
againfl our Superiors, it is often a Ihining Servi- 
tude, a promifing Anxiety, that excites indeed our 
Spirits, but torments them too, during the Stif^ 
pence ; and as often deceives, as fatisfies, in the End* 
Which has moil Happinefs? a fcrvilc Hope, or a 
hopelels Independency ? He that has Many Hopes^ 
has many Poflibilities oi Difnppointinent : He that 
has few, has few Occafions of yoy. 

I F we converfe with our Inferior s^ or Uqnab on- 
ly, we facrifice the Advancement of our Fortune, X6 
prcfcntEafe and Complacency ; If with our Stfperi' 
crSj weinfome Meafure facrifice our Eafe,and Com- 
placency j to our Fortune j our Caution mufl be al- 
. ^ weys 
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\vays awake, our Abilities always on the l^tretch ; 
and Conver&tion^ which was deiigped to recreate^ 
muft become a Difcipline^ ^d an Enterprizc^ 

M O RE OVER, it is pcpsHation fx6m Suoc-r 
rlors that is apt to give a paintbl, and unreafbnable 
Awe of them ; an Awe aue rather to Qodj than 
Man» It is ^at which annoys our Breaib with 

f)ufilanimous Doubts, and Fears; That m^kes the 
ittlc Heart play its fervilc Pgflions in all their Force, 
at a Smile, or a Frown ; which He that does fiaP 
txpc£fy is free from hinrfelf^ and in others, moft 
juftly cop temps. The moft delpicablc Weakncfe 
any one Man can be guilty of^ is an undue Fear of 
another, which E^pe&atiou is apt to fubjed him to. 

O fi S C U R I T Y has itsolJVious Difadv^ntages ; 
and a Great Hame is the Mark of Envy., and Re- 
proach: OrifReproachfpare.it, it mult be Nurtu* 
red, or Loft. Tim itfelf will work Decay in Qlory, 
as in other Things ; unlels it be kept in Repjiir at the 
Expence of returning Paips, and a Succcflion of Dc- 
lerts: And if prcfcrved, it has its fwor^/ Evils; Fame 
from Letters makes a Man unfodable, '4^d overbear- 
ing; Fanic from political Wifdom,dcfigpi<ig; and 
Fame from Jrms^ incorrect of Life. It has likewife 
its natural Evils. For fidcc Fame is the genersrl Mil- 
trefs of Mankind, he that enjoys it has almoft as ma- 
ny Rivals as Men, and olten as many Foes, as Rivals. 

ONE Man aims at making bis'^Happipcft by 
Philo/opbj\ another by Fortufie. The Firjf iiS ften^ 
ming the Stream of the World, and his own Nar 
ture, with endlefs Labour; the .J^^o/^i is carried 
.away by that Stream, with endlefs Hazard, and Cr 
vcry wave is Maftcr of his Peace. 

ONE follows Favcyy and by that Time the Thing 
ftacicd^is attained, his Fancy for it is fled. Another 
^- -*^- * follows 
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follows Cujtomy aqdis faihionably plcafcd in Contra^ 
dld:ion to. his own Heart. Seemmg to be happy, 
is his Happioefs ; now filming Happinefs implies 
the Want of it. A Third follows Vitafon\ and 
Reafon puts us out of Humour with almoft every 
Thing abdiit us. 

1 F Men have no Varfuits they are a Burthen to 
themfclves ; if they have, Difappointments are 9 
Greater. What Difappointments interrupt the moft 
fuccefsful ^rofecutions? And what is worfe, ^ojfep- 
Jton is theereatcft Difappointment of all; it deftroys 
the very Kiantom of Happineis, our pleafing Er- 
ror, our fweet Flatterer, Hope, which before wc 
enjoyed. The Man of Succels, and of the higheft 
Advancement, firft indeed laughs at others ; but 
foon he revenges them, by laughing at bimfilf. He 
wonders' how he could be fo pamonately fond of 
what fo little deferved his Fondneft : He is grieved, 
he is iurprized, he is angry, that the Ablence of 
thofc Things was able to give him (b much Pain, the 
Prefence pt which can attbrd fo little Epjoyment. 
"But he ufually keeps the Secret, in poor Hopes of 
that Enjoyment from the miftaken Envy of others, 
which the Things envied cannot give him j and takes 
a malicious Plealure in feeing his unwarned Follow- 
ers deceived, . as well asTiimlclf. There is ever a 
certain Languor attending 'the Fulncfs of Profpcri- 
ty: When tne Heart hasVo more to wlfh, it yawns 
over its PdflcfEon • and tlie Energy of the Soul goes 
out, like a Flame that has no more to devour ; or, 
like a" Storm, lofcs its Force for want of Oppofition. 
Who is fo wretched as the Man that is overwhelmed 
'With a Multitude of Affairs? He that is relieved 
from them, and has none at all. But granting Supe- 
riority of Fortune fliould give feme Superiority of 
Happinefs, let it be remarked, that he who increafes 
the Endearments of Life, increafes, at the fame 
Time, the Terrors of Death. Which leads me to 

THE 
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THE Fourth Confidcratifen, that of bur Rela^ 
thus in Life: A Wife, a Child, dear to us^a^t pur 
own Bofoms in which they lie,, what Cowards do 
they make us? What are their Endearments^ their 
Softnels, their Charms, but new Terrors in the 
Frown, and new Shafts in the Quiver of Misfortune^ 
and Death ? There is fomething truly formidable 
in having fiich -tender Blelfings as thefcj and every 
wife, and feeling Heart, while it is tranfported at 
the Thoughts of them, muft tremble too.' 

B U T all Relations are not pained through Ten-, 
-demefi of Affeftion. While the Father is folici- 
tous for the Welfare of his Son, how Iblicitous and 
impatient is the Son (very often) for the Death of 
that very Father? What arc Alliances of Blood, 
but Titles for Expeftation ? And what iarc Titles 
for Expedation, but Expofurcs to Difappointment, 
and Aggravations (?/ its Smart? All Tnat (ceming 
Family-endearment, Comfort, and Complacency, 
which we fisure to our felves at a Diflance, what 
is it, (too oiien !) but mutual Attacks on the Peace, 
^ Plpts on the Riches, Hopes from the Sickncfs, and 
Joy firom the Deaths of each other? 

THE Servant envies his Mafter, and fomctimes 
the Mafter his Servant, and perhiaps with more Ju- 
ftice; but juftly, neither. For if we well knew 
how little others enjoy, it would refcue the World 
from one Sin, there would be no fuch Thing as En- 
vy upon Earth ; Envy, whicrh is a double Folly ; 
Fplly, as it is a Sin, and Folly as it is a Miftake ; 
for it refults from the Suppofition of that which is 
not, the fupcrior Happincfs' of others ; ^ which is 
nor, I mean, in that Degree wc conceive of it ; 
and we envy That which we conceive. 

F I F T H L Y, As to ConJUtutions^ and Tempers: 
ia Health, what Teropt^ion ? In Sicknefe, what 

Pain? 
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Fain? The Mifcry of ftiany is wrap'd up in their ve- 
ry Vcind, how then Ihall they fly from it ? How ma-. 
iiy inherit, how manly create, how n^ any purchafc Di- 
iicmpCfS? Earthq[uakc, Storm, War, fwccp not half 
ib manjr, as Dileafes which we knowingly, contra^ 
by CaYelefiicls, and Excefs. Women, as they are Icfs 
fubjed: td l^ains of Mind, are more fubjcd; to Pains 
of tHe Sbdy than Meil| to ballancc that Account. 

H £ that is infirm, c^iei daily, and lofes all the 
Pleafure of ii/i"; He thaf knows no Infirmities, ob- 
ierves not the Laple of Time, grows old unawares, 
and h urijb^dparea fb\t)eatb : But fuppofe a Mao, 
has iicHtthy and Wif^om too, how many find in 
their Teji^crs an En6my to Peace 2 . 

t H ft Tempers are, as I take it, leffcr Pajjtonsy 
or,' Varibu3 facixi\tr Shades y or Bleisdhigs of Thok 
»tSti^(&kurs on £hc,$6ul of Man. . The Gioomy^ 
PeWlfiySangtiifje^ Pbjeimatkky Good-natured^ Inn 
p^eflity \ tinpnmdent'y Wafy^ naughty ^ Remittiu^^ 
CouHepb^y JrrogdfjfySufpiciouSy K^efinivg^ Re/ervedj 
Jiffihley FearJejSy timid ^ Modejfy Proudy Delicate i , 
dnd hijefipble Temper, have all their peculiar E vil£^/f 

A^Jopmy Temper furveys every Thing in the 
worfl! flight, and can.diicover no Bleflings. . . 

A peevifif Temper quarrels with the Blcffings it 
flifcovcrs, with ite Friends, itfcif; and defeats the 
IJiUbatiit of ProvicJence for its Satisfa&ion^ 

\ T :tt E Sdnguifie overfhoots ; the Phlegmatick do- 
fp6hds ; the MiJd tempts Ihfults j the Chokrick ia 
its own Tormentor. 

I F a Man is Gcod^mturedy his Friends devour 
him J if not, his Fo6«. 

THE 
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* 

THE Impatient feels as much Uneallncfs from 
ihzJJow Approach of Plcafure, as Others from the 
Deipair ot it. 

T O the Thonghtkfs and Improvident ^ the iSV/r- 
prize of every Dilappointment doubles its Pain* 

T O the Wary^ and Forebodings the conftant Ex- 
pcftation of Calamity, is a Calamity itfclf. 

I F a Man is HauglJtyj and too tender of his 
Honour, he gives the Power of hurting him to c- 
vcry Wretch that can ihew Difrcfpe<5k: And who 
cannot ? If He is rcmifs, and negligent of Refpeft, 
Men will withhold real Services j becaufe their Orr- 
monial was not fufficiently welcome ; He lofes the 
Subftance, becaufe he will not catch at the Shadow. 
But Forms are more than Shadows, they arc the 
Robe, and Defence of RealitieSy which will ever 
run fomc Hazard, when we throw them off. 

. THE very Courteous leilen their Favours by 
.giving them the Appearance of a Debt, thro' their 
frequent Profcffions of Kindnefe : The Favours of 
an arrogant Man are received unthankfully ; becaufe, 
thro* too great a Confcioufnefs of them, he is his 
^wn Pay-Maftcr. And yet he who does not fome- 
. -jimes aflcrt his own Merit, will foon have painful 
Sulpicions that the Former is in the Right. 

• 

THE Sufpicious^ in fbme meafure, juftify thole 
Injuries, they expetf. A Pcrfon of fmall Merit is 
^Viyi\o\jS\Y jealous oflmputations on his Honour, be- 
caufe he knows his Title is weak ; one of great Me- 
rit turbidly refeuts them, becaufe he knows his 
Title is flrong. 

E THE 
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THE Refifiing Temper is exprefly a Maker of 
Evils: Not to be obliged by Superiors, it conftruc3 
an Injury ; to be obliged by Inferiors, an AfFront^ 
To have its Wants relieved, it conftrues an Affec- 
tation ofSuperiority in its Bcncfadror; not to havc^ 
them relieved, a Contempt. It can work Wonders 
to its own Difadvantage, and make a Lookj or 
Gefiurty it difapprovcs, ^ferious Misfortune. 

RESEK VE may procure Refpeit, but it gives 
a Difpofition to Hatred ; becaufe thatRefpedt is in- 
voluntary, and as it were, extorted; and we hate c^ 
very Thing that invades the Freedom of our Choice, 

JFFJBILirr procures Good-will, but 
may give a Diljpolition to Contempt; becaufc it gives 
us cheaply that which we defire, and the Difficulty\ 
of the Attainment enhances the Value of Tilings. 

A Fearle/s Temper impairs our Ckution, and 
makes us carelcfs of exerting our utmoft Strength; 
A Timid^ gives Our. Uvderftauditig the ftrongcft Ar- 
guments for exerting our Strength,- but at the fame 
Time enfeebles the Heart in the Execution of what 
appears fo rcafonable. 

A Native Modejiy in Men may conciliate L/m 
from the Man)\ but forbids Efteem from the fVife: 
Becaufe with chcm no Ad: has Merit, but what has 
Choice ; and thcle chtffe not Modcfty by their Kea* 
fon, hixt faffcr it from their Conjlitaiioiis. 

PROUD Men are apt to be injurious, bc^- 
caufc it is a Mark of Superiority : Thev ftrikc 
more through Vanity, than Malice ; bur then, is 
it is a Mark^ it is a Mutilation of Superiority too; 
For it throws down our Rcfpcdl for th^m, which 
is a coniiderable Support of ir. 

TOO 
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TOO great a Senfibility creates Pain, where by 
Nature it is not ; too iin/e perceives not Blcflings 
where they arc : And there is a too great Senfibili- 
ty from FortufUy as well as Temper: Rap/k gives 
ome Peribns.fuch a Delicacy, that they have a Set 
: ^f Inquietudes entirely their own, the Prerogative 
pf their high Station, to which their Inferiors muft 




THE Sixth and laft Confideration, the Vajfions 
of Men. 

A N Account of the ^a(Jions is properly a His- 
tory of the A3ive Part of the Soul, as an Account 
- q£ ihoUfjJerJiafidifJg is o{tht Cofitemplative. They 
may be confider'd as fo many Standard-Bearers^ 
^TStond each of which many Mifchicfs are ranged in 
[ aniy againlt us, and lay waftc the Tranquility of 
L iftman Life. They have by others been confider'd 
h ^kjfjtcallyj as they conftitutc Part of our Nature; 
.. Morally^ as they influence Virtue and Vice ; and 
Rhetorically^ with regard to Compofition : But I 
do not know that they have been confider'd in a 
Syftem, or with any Accuracy, as the \Pah/s^ and 
Promoters of the Pains of Life. In this View I ihall 
• fpcak of them, with as much Light, and Dillindi- 
on, as I cari. It is the Paffions that give the perpe^ 
tual Motion to Human Life, that roll us from Place 
to Place, from Object to Objed, nor will the Grave 
it fe If afford them Reft. 

FIRST, Jnger. It is elegantly faid, the King^s 
Anger is as a roaring Lyon. Which Defcription of 
\ it is confined to Kings, only as to its efficacy; it is 
\ ^sftrongy though not as y?/ft:^/f// in other Men. By 
■* a King it is let loofc into the large Field of Power, in 
Q £^ a cthena 
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others it bites the Bars that confine it, and, in both, 
it laflies it fcltl This fhows it to be a fP//m ; and 
it likewifc proceeds from Pain ; for no one is an- 
gry, but who has, or fancies he has received an Inr 
jury in himfclf, or H/j; for which he is, firft, grievr 
cd. So that Anger may be called the Daughter of 
Sorrowy and the Mother oi Revenge ^ which often 
has fatal Gonfcquences. Thus this Paflion haspajf^ 
frefenty ^Qd future Pains belonging to it. 

ANGER is frequent ; for among Enemies it 
is the iiatttral Habit of the Mind ; and where arc 
not Enemies? Among Friends, \t\s unnatural^ zxA 
therefore, when it happens, more tormenting. 

A S Pride is predominavt in Man, the principal 
Caufe of Anger is Difrefped \ the Quellion thcrciorc 
is, if the angry Man ads not againii his own fupceam 
Purpofc: If Anger is impotent ^ That is a Blow di* 
redly on his ^ride ; if it fucceeds by unworthy 
Means, That is a Blow on his general Charader. 
Anger therefore is not only an Evil it felf, procccd- 
ingjromj and leading to Evil, but, often, to the vcrr 
!}Lvil it would moft avoid. It fdlls on its own Sword. 

TWO Sorts of Men are mod fubjed to this Paf- 
fion; Men of Felicity j and Men of AffiiBion. One 
becaufc their EoipeSfationszTc high, the other becaofe 
their XJneaJimJjes are many. The ¥irji make their Su- 
periority their Anxiety, countcrballancing by their 
own Refentment, the Favours of Nature and For- 
tune ; the Second inflame the Seventies of them both. 

ALLY'D to Anger is Hatred^ which is a laft- 
ing Anger ; now Hatred is always accompanied 
with Difguft, and Difguft is Pain. 

A L L Y ' D to Hatred arc Contempt ^ and Ahbor* 
reJice\ Contempt is Hatred ivithoait Fear, but it is 

Uatfei\ 
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Hatredj wd tberefbr e Fain. Jbborrence is If atre4 
ivith Pear, and therefore its Fain is double. 

INVECTIVE indeed eafcs the Heart, as z 
Difch^rjge the Stomach, but it alfo proves it very 
lick before. 

I D O not deny th^t there is fuch a Thing as a ma- 
licious (P^^r^ ^ but I affirm it is a Pleafure like that 
of violent (cratcl^ing, or ftriking ourfelves in (bmc 
Difpoiitions ; it fuppofes a Diftemper, and leaves a 
Wound, both in our Reputation, and our Peace* 

ANGER has under its Banner, InveSboe^ Jf- 
faulty Raifjy and Death. 

SECONDLY, Love. By Love I mean not 
the Defire of what isU/efuly or Honeftj but more 
particularly of what is ypleafant. With Pbih/(H 
fhers it includes the two Former^ with the World it 
is often limited to the Laft. It implies Difcontent, 
that is "tP^/V;; for he that delires, is diflatisfy*d 
with his prcfcnt Condition, be it what it wilU 
And the rain is in Proportion to the Defire. 

T O fay the Icaft to the Difadvantage of this PaC- 
fiori. It is putting your Peace in the Power of if- 
fiothery whicn is rarely fafc even in your own. 

- T H E R E are 7«;(7 Things, I think, peculiar to 
this Paflion, and what makes them more remarka- 
ble, is, they fecm fomc what inconiiftcnt. Om is our 
Dejire of it ; the Other is a Condition that makes 
jt very Undejirable. As to the Firft, we don't fcek^ 
riay, we avoid Occafions of ^isTf^r, Hatred^ Fear^ 
Shame J ot Envyy but we feek Occafions of Love. 
As to the Second, Love is all the Paflions in one : It 
is Anger that it cannot ^ Shame that it does not^ Fear 
tliat it Jhall not enjoy its Objed j It is Envy of, and 

Hatred 
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Hatred to, thofc that poffibly may. For Envyy 
Hatred^ and Su/picion form Love's conftant Compa- 
nion, yealoufy:^ which therefore flings deeper than 
either of them, becaufe it is all. Now as many PaC- 
fions as Love has, fb many Pains. Be it therefore 
a Maxim, He that was never Tain'dy never Lov'd. 

BUT tho* this Pafllon has Pains, leads it not 
to PJeqfures ? It may fail of them^ and then it is 
De/pair^ which is moft terrible j if it attains them, 
they may not be lafting ; For moff Pleafures, like 
Flowers, when gather d, die. 

LOVE has under its Banner, Watching^ Skh- 
fiefs y Abafement^ Adulation y Perjurjj Jealoufy\ and 
fometimes it lifts Anger's mofl: dreadful Followers j 
the oply difference is^ there j they are ftanding 
Troops, here J cafual Recruits ; there, they are Vo^ 
lunteerSy here, they arc ^r^^ occaiionally into the 
Service y for they do not naturally belong to Love. 

THIRDLY, Fear. This is a moft difmal Paf- 
flon ; ^ Mind haunted with Fear is a hideous Night-. 
Piece of Storm, Precipice, Ruins, Tombs, and Ap^ 

?aritions ; It is not content with the Compafs of 
.laturc, as if toofcanty for Evil, but creates new 
Worlds for Calamity ; , Things that are not. But 
very timorous Natures onlv fuffcr to this Degree ; and 
it is well they do notj rorfuch a Fear alone is ca- 
pable of taking in an ample Vengeance of an incens'd 
God. Inibmuch that fome have thought that Hell 
cohHfted in the ievere Extremity of this Paifion only. 

A L L^ that Fear^ have proportionable ^ain. 
It b an Anticipation of Evil ; and has under its 
Banner, Confujion^ Supplication^ Seroility^ Amaze^ 
menty and SelJ^Defertion particularly. 

FOR, 
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FORI think it a ^ecaUarity of Fear that it de- 
feats Its own Ptfrpofe more than any of the Paffions. 
jinger ^nk^Sy and if unfucccfsfully, it only lo(es a 
Blow; L(?w purfues, and if unfucccfsfully, it only 
lofes a Purfuit; Fear makes us fly, but makes us 
ftiimble too, and the more precipitate our Flight, 
the farther are we from an Efcape. Hence feys the 
Holy Scripture, It betrays the Succours of Rea/otfj 
meaning, that it betrays it more than any other 
Falfion, for all betray it in fome Degree. 

. FEARS arc the Shields of Life; but if they arc 
too many, they arc an Oppreflion, and like the 
Maid at the Capitol^ we periih under them^ 

F E A R S we have many, but there is but oti$ 
that came from Heaven y (as the Romans fabled of 
their Jncile^) which is the Fear of God ; jill the 
teji are falje:^ :^ixdi this fcvenfold Shield will favc us 
from twrti: A Falling World can not affright 
{tim, Whd/n that Shield has under its Prote&ion* 

F O U R.T H L Y, There is alfo Falfe Shame\ 
When, thro^an AfFcdation of the Eftecm of bad 
Men, we are afliamed of what God approves; or if 
^fhamed of what is. truly fhameful, when, we are 
afliamed with Regard to Men, not God. The 
IFifjl is Blafbhcmy in thought ; or fuch a Thought, 
as if exprcis'd in Words, would be Blafphemous. 
The Second is Sacriledgc, giving God's Due to Man. 
This is a Shame to be afliamed of; and contrary to 
the Apoftle*s Repentance not to be repented of for 
Shame is a Repentance, or fbmething very like it. 

SHAME is a Scnfe of Eftimation impaired, and 
of our finking in the Opinion of Men ; I wilh I could 
add q( God too\ for Men are not afliamed oi Injuf^ 
ticcj or ^fOphanencfs. at the fame Time that they 

blufti 
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blolh for an Oriiiffiod in Fafhion^ or Complaifance : 
Nay, I wilh they 8(rc not often ^roud of the For-- 
fner \ now Pride is ShaMs Revcrfc. As Ihining in 
the Opinion of others is thefupream Aim of almoft 
all Men, Shame muft be exceeding Painfuly as it 
implies the Lois, or Diminution of their greatcft 
fancied Good. Belidcs, every Man, Svhile he is a^ 
Jhatned wifhes his Condition altered^ which no Man 
does that is happy under it. 



SHAME has under its Banner, Self-Condemna^ 
tioffy Pujilanimityy Kegtety Lying j Confujion of Face. 



WHICH Laft puts ifie iti Mind of what I 
take to be Peculiarities of this Paffion, Which arc 
Threes Firft, Other Paffions fly to Men for Re- 
drels of their Grievances, This Qics from them: 
Anger flies to ftrike, Love to embrace. Fear for 
Shelter ; But Shame flies from all Men, and makes 
an Eye as fharp as a Sword. Shame's bad Eftatc 
is feen in this, that its Hope, and Felicity runs ib 
low, as to make Nighty and Oblivioffy which are the 
Terror of others, a Wifli, a Joyj Fallere (^ Fffu^ 
gere eft Triumphus. . So that it robs Man of one of 
his moft Eflrntial good Qualities, that of his being 
^fociable Creature. 

SECONDLY, Shame has a more infallible 
Mark fixed on it by Nature, than any of the Rell, 
I mean Blulhes. Of which I take the Reafon to be, 
that this Paffion necejjarily fuppofes Guilt. Which 
is not the Cafe of any of the raflions befide, except 
Envy, which is generally marked with PaUnefsy as 
Shame with the Contrary. Shame, I fay, uecefla- 
rily fuppofes Guilt. For none are aihamcd but on 
one of thcfe Three Accounts. Firft^ Bccaufe they 
are direBly Guilty* Secondly, Bccaufe they want 
fome Merit they ought to have. Thirdly, Bccaufe 
^hey fuffcr (bme Indignity. Now the want of proper 

Merit 
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Merit proceeds generally from Omtjftons \ fuffcring 
Indignities, from Sloth^ or Cowardice ; and all thelc 
are vicious. But Men arc fometimes afliamed of 
Virtue. True ; but then they conlider that Virtue 
as a Fault, in the Eyes of Thofc before whom they 
are alham'd of it : Befides, then, it docs not only 
fuppofey but is Guilt. 

THIRDLY, Lying. This is the Falfe Cover 
of Fal/e Shame ; for true or proper Shame hasRe- 

fardtoGod, and vrho dares ^ who ^^« lye to Him ? 
'or wc cannot lye to any Purpofc, but to fallible 
Beings. Now as fal/e Shame is lying eternally, tho' 
the rcrfon fubjed: to it is alham'd without Reafon 
atfirfiy he is fure to have ample Reafon for Shame 
in the Eud^ and confcqucntly he will be Pained 
without J ufl Caufc, and with it, too. 

FIFTHLY, Envy. This is the moft De- 
formed^ and moft Deferable of all the Paffions. A 
good Man may be Angry^ or Jfhamedy may Lovey 
or Fear\ but a good Man can not Envy. For all 
other Paffions Icck Good^ but Envy Evil. All o- 
ther Paffions propofe Advantages to thcmfelvcs; 
Envy fecks the Detriment of Others. They there- 
fore are Human. This is Diabolical. Jinger fecks 
Vengeance for an Injury; an Injury in Fortune, or 
Pcrlbn, or Honour j but Envy pretends no Inju- 
ries, and yet has an Appetite for Vengeance: Dorve 
iceks the Poflcffion oi^ood^ Feat the flight of Evil^ 
but Envy neither ; All her good is the Difadvan- 
tagc of Another. Hence it is moft Dctcftable \ and 
bccaufc moft Dctcftable, therefore, Secondly, 

MOST Deformed. For it is the moft Detefla^ 
hle^ becaufe the leaft Natural'-^ or what is Icaft Na- 
tural works in us the moft dii^dvantagcous, and de- 
forming Effedts. We muft be fometimes Jngry^ wc 
muft hoive^ and Fear^ and be Jfhamed by the Ne- 
ccifity of our Nature, and there are juft Occafions 

F fcx 
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for them all. But no Ncccffity of our Nature, ob- 
liges us to fi/wj', nor is there any jull Occalion for 
it. For all Men arc unh:ippy, only wc know not 
where their Uncahncfs lies; thereiore there is no 
Kif//r^// Occalion for Envy; and that there fhould 
be a Moral one, is a Gontradi(5tion ; for the happi- 
er Others arc, the more we fliould rejoice. As there- 
fore neither our Nature^ nor Reafon requires Envy, 
it is properly Vtinatural^ and becaufe Unnatural, 
it works fuch terrible EfFeds in us. How Pale, 
Keen. Inhuman, and Emaciated is its Look, if the 
nnddervcd Indulgence of Gonflitutiou gets not the 
better of thofe Effeds? Now all thcfe are Demoi> 
ftrations of its extream Pain. 

M E N of Imagination therefore have been fond 
of thfs Subjeft, as Painters, Poets, Hiftorians, for 
the Imagination delights in Extreatns^ and nothing 
is more terrible than their Defcriptions of it, bqt 
the Thing it felf. J chearful Heart does good Hk$ 
a Medicine^ but Envy corrodes like a Poifon ; It is 
fo (harp, that it cuts the Body which Iheaths it. 
Nay it is thought by fomc, aftually to fend forth 
its Virulence; to (it vifible in the Eyes, and wound 
its Objcd. Of this Opinion feems our greatcft Ew- 
glip Philofopher, who afligns Phyfical Reafons why 
Pcrfons in Joy^ and Triunipb^ are more liable to re- 
ceive this venom than Others. What a Wretch 
mnft the Quiver of fuch Arrows be ? Such is the 
Pain of Envy, that it made the two greateft, and 
braveft Men that ever lived. Weep; Ft made them 
fhed Tears, but not of Compaflion, though over 
the Monuments of the Dead. 

COMPASSION is grieved at Others Evil, 
Envy at Others Good. Indignation is grieved that ' 
the Unworthy profper, En^y that the Meritorious 
pr(5fpcr, alio. EsmiJation is grieved at its own Wants j 
Envy at the Enjoyments ofOthers. Nay it princi- 
pally 
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pally maligns Thofe who dcfcrvc the greatcft 
Prailc, {vtz. ) New Meu^ the Makers of their own 
Fame^ and Fortune. For fifing Glory occafions 
the greatcft Envy, as kindling Fires, the greatcft 
Smoak. In a Word, it is the Rcverfc of Charity:^ 
and as that is the fuprcam Source oS Pleafuriy fo 
this of Paifi. This gathers Pain, as that gathers 
Pleafures from all I he Felicities that happen to 
Mankind. Nor is it only ^aififulj but Igmminious. 
The moft Impcrfcd^ and Fufilanimous are moft fub^ 
led to it ; The F/r/?, becaufe their Field for Envjr 
18 largeft ; The Sectmdy becaufe, through Miftakc^ 
what is Little appears Great to them - and, there- 
fore, as the proper Objeft of Envy. 

ITS Q>ecutiarities I take to be, firft, that it 
iecks not, fa^ the other Paffions,) Good, but Evil* 
Secondly, That this is Laftingy the Others Jbart. 
We are angry, or aihamed, we love or feisir, for a 
Day, or Year; but we Envy for Xi/i; and, I look 
on it to be the moft Univcrial Source of Unhappi* 
oefs on Earth. 

I T has under its Banner, Hatred^ Calumny^ 
Treachery^ Cabal^ with the Meagerne/s of Pamim^. 
Venom of Pefiilence^ and Kage of War. 

NOR are the Good^ and Pleafurable Paffions 
without their Inconveniencies, and Inquietudes, 
which is a Subjed hitherto^ I believe, unhandled. 
CompaJJion^ Indignation^ Emulation^ HopSy nay and 
yoy it fclf, if iairly examined, will prove this true, 
without any Refinement, or AfFeftation of Novelty 
in the Attempt. 

FIRST, QompaJJion^ while is has others Mifery 
in its Eye^ it has its own in its Jpprehefffion\ and is 
ftruck with a quick Scnfe of the obnoxious Condition 
of Human Nature.. Hence is it evident, that Fear^ 
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and Sorrow f are included in it; and can there be 
Fear J and Sorrow without Pain ? 

T H O U G H I know it is difputed ; I venture 
to affirm, That our Compajjiou for Others, is accom- 
panied with a Concern for our felves. And I am 
pcrfuaded of this, from confidering the Perfons who 
arc mojty and who are Jeajt inclined to CompaJJiofi. 

THE leafi IfJcUmd^ arc the moji Confirmed in^ 
or the moJi Loft to Happinefe. The Firft arc not 
Compaffionate, becaufe moft fecure \ the Second^ 
becaule they h^vc felt the wcrft. UwXc felf'concem 
being moved by the miferablc Obje& in thefe Men, 
little CompaJJioti is moved by it, too. 

THE moft Inclined to it, are the Ttmid^ and 
tbofe who have Wpues^ Children^ and Relations. The 
Firfty becaufe they are moft liable to fear for thcm- 
felvcs ; the Secondy becaufe they afford Misfortune 
the largeft Mark. 

AND all are more compaffionate toward their 
Equals in Age, Fortune, Birth, Qualifications, or 
Manners, than others j becaufe the Misfortunes of 
Jach arc a more dire& Alarm of Fear for them/elves^ 

• 

SECONDLY, Indignation. This is a juft and 
noble Paffion, and none but the Noble-Mindcd feel 
it. It is a generous Zeal for R ight, an Hcroick, atid 
laudable Anger at the Profpcrity of Undcfcrvers. 
An Anger therefore Foreign to the Unworthy, 
Bale, and Profligate, who can conceive no Rcfont- 
ment that Men, like themlelves, profper. T his eleva- 
ted Paffion has lomctimes a feverer Pang than is con- 
fiftent with Life. Cato died of ir. He thought no 
Man worthy to triumph over Liberty, and Rome. 
And that violcrit Deportment Ihown ar his Deaths 
which has, bithertOj been wrongfully imputcci to a 

Ferocity 
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Ferocity ot Temper^ was, I think, owing to This 
accidental ^ajjion^ )«hich was the Caufe of hit Death ; 
This Fever, this noble Inflammation of Mind, this 
Indignation for Cffar*s unjujt Sncccfs. My Conjec- 
ture clears his Chara&er in that Re/pe&j and makes 
it more confiftcnt with that Humanity, which he, 
in a peculiar Manner, manifefted on many occaiions 
in his laudable Life, which was worthy our Emu- 
lation, though his Death was deteftable at the befl. 

THIRDLY, Emulation is an Exalted, and 
Glorious Paflion, Parent of moft Excellencies in Hu- 
man Life. It is enamoured of all Virtue, and Ac- 
compliihment ; its generous Food is Fraife ; its fub^ 
lime ^rofejjiofi^ Traniccndency ; and the Life it 

Snts after, Immortality. It kindles at all that is 
uftrious ; and as it were, lights its Torch at the 
Sun. £m?y Teeks Others Evil, Emulation its own 
Good ; Envy repines at Excellence without Imita- 
tion ; Emulation imitates, and rejoices in it. We 
Etroy often what we cannot arrive at, we Emulate^ 
nothing but what wc can^ or thmk at leaft w$ can 
attain. Hence the Toung and Magnanimous are moft 
inflamed with Emulation, and Emulation rather of 
Glory, and Virtue, than of the Goods oi the Body ^ 
or Fortune^ till the World effaces Nature's firfl good 
Impreffions. " Hac imitaminiy fays Tully, per 
*' Deos immortalesj h^ec Jmpla funty hac Divina^ 
^' hi;ei; Tmmortaliay hxc Fama ceUhtantUfy monument* 
** tis Annaliummandantuty ^ofteritati propagantuu 

BUT tho' Emulation is the Purfuit of the mofl 
Amiable Things, and that by Pcrfons moil amiable 
too, it cannot Efcape ; It cannot efcape in a bad 
World, where Men judge of others by thcmfclves, 
being miftakcn for Envy^ and being Treated accord- 
ingly. For it has, fometimes^ fuch a Degree of Re- 
fcmblancc, as to give the Weak Occafion of Error, 
and the Malicious of £xcuf& Thus ic -falls Aien^ 

Vuh 
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VuhiTi ; not to mention its own natural Painy which 
13 at leaft as uncafy to the Soul^ as extreme Thirft 
U to the Body. Hope and F$ar play the Heart of 
MmHlation with Violence ; It has its Throbs, itaPale- 
acfs, and Trcmhfings, when carry'd to an Height. 



^EnukatttiaqHi haurit 



Corda ^avor pul/aasy Laudup^que arreSia Cupido, 

FOURTHLY, Hbp^, and J^j^. He^tf feels 
the Seings of Iihpatience, which is oiccn (o vehe- 
mently Eager, that falling from it into the Dejpair 
of its Obi^, is ibmetimea a feniible Eafe to the 
Mind, yoy if moderate, icarce breaks thro* the 
General Diu)aiet of Life ; If Immoderate, it is a 
Fever, a Tumult, a Gay Delirium, a Travjport \ 
which fignifies a Man's bekig beiide, or beyond 
himfelf, and he that is not in pofieffioo of himfelf, 
can but ill be faid to be in poileilioh of any thing 
elfe : Joy in this Cafe, goes beyond its bounds, in- 
to an Enemy's country, and becomes a 9^/1^ as 
its Tears abundantly teftify« Nor has its Tears 
only, but it is fbmetimes Imrtak 

HENCE fome, nay moft Fhilofophers, have 
plac'd our ChkfGood in Serenity, or Inaolcnce, but 
this is a Miftako. Indolence, or Rdft is inconHllent 
with our Nature, and not to be found in Heaven 
it fel^ but in z Comparative Senie. On the con- 
trary, our Heaven wiil confift in aPIeafing Motion^ 
a Delightful Exertion, a Tranfporting Proffrefs to 
all Eternity. Annihilation is the only Rejl tor Maq. 
What therefore we are to aim at, I fhall ihew in 
my Second DUcourfe. 

TO conclude on the Paffions. We confift of SouL 
and Body \ the Paffions arc the Wants of the Soul, 
as the Appetites may be call'd the Paffions of the 
Body. So that wcarc made up ^iWantSy that is of 
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^ains. Who is almoft ever free from one Paffion, or 
another? And as Paffions are the Pains (from which ^ 
they take their very Name) fo are they the Deftroy* 
ers too, of our Nature. They pain the whole Soul, 
they confcund the Memory, make wilU the Imagina- 
tion, and hurt the Underftanding, likeEbricty, which 
they refcmble in their natural, and moral ill Confe- 
quenccs. And becaufe they injure the Body alib, 
therefore has the ^byfician^ as well as Moraltft^ to 
do with them ; and mterdids them to all thole Who 
deHre Length of Days. Nay, they are more terrible 
than that Death which they haften ; for many have . 
fled to ^atfeom the Torment of them. It feems 
Jbrangi/t^ at foil Sight, that Fear^ of all the Paffions, , 
ihould put on this Appearance of Courage ; but it 
is fo far from it, in reality, that no Other "^affkn 
cvtr arriv'd at Suicide, but thro* the Suggcftion of 
This Trembler, fear. Men die becaufe they feat 
Life under its prefent Ills; Whereas ^rm Valour 
meets thofe His, whatever they are, with the &me 
Rcfolution, with which They meet Death. Their 
Cowardice flicws ap^/r, feeble Valour, asDarknels 
Ihews the Moon ; but tbat Valour is nothing com- 
pared to the true^ as the Mdon is nothing by Day. 

I F this Account of the Paffions be juft, let us 
turn them againft themielvcs; Let us be angry with 
jifigeTj aikamed of Shame ^ afraid of F^^r, pity Eff- 
*iy, and moderate our Fondnefs for Lwtf. Foribme 
are ib idle, ridiculous, ihamelefs, as to court the Fa& 
lion itfclf ; and at a time too, when they have the 
kail Probability of Succefe. I/yoe^ accordbg to the 
different Objeds it embraces, like a Women ^tUid^ 
changes its Name, and becomes Voluptaoujnifif 
Ambition^ Jvarice^ Or Vanity. Thofe four predomi* 
naflt Impulfes that divide Mankind between them; 
That beat on us, Uke the Four Winds of Heaven, 
^d keep the rcftlcfs World in a perpetual Stor(Q« 

ON 
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O N this common Subjcd I fhall endeavour to 
throw feme new Light, by Ihcwing that they all 
aft dircftly counter to their own Furpofes, and arc 
the K^verfe of That which they pretend to. 

FIRST, The Voluptuous : Can this Man be ufh- 
happyy whole folc Aim i« ^kafure ? whofe Study is . 
the ^r/, whofe L(/^ is the Chafe, of Delight? He 
may, he is, nay, be muji be fo ; becauie his Imagi'-' 
fiat ion promifes much more than Senfe is able to pay. 
Hence, he is d\yi2,ys di/appowt^d/j but, through Ig-» 
norance or Negligence of the Caiafe of it, though al- 
"ways di/appowtedy he is always expeSitJg \ and repeat-* 
c4 Experience Icrvcs only to upbraiji^ not coiveif his 
Conduft. And it tnu^ be fp : for as every new Scene 
of Voluptuoufnefe is a new Light to hisUndcrftand- 
ing, to ihew the InfufEciency oftJbqfe Seems to his 
pinefs; fo is it, alfo, a new Blow to his Under- 
ling, and the Reditude of his Will, and weak** 
ens his Power of reiifting Them. Hence is he redu^ 
ced to the wretched State of eternally ^«f////«pf, and 
eternally condemning the fame Things; than which, 
nothing more fevere could be impofcd by the grcat- 
cft Tyrant, and grcateftFoc. 'Tis not in vigorous 
Health, boundlcfs Fortune, unrcllrained Liberty, 
or that Liberty improved by Skill, and Experience 
into an Art of Debauchery^ to give him Satisfadlion, 
nay^ not to give him Inquietude, though Virtue^ 
though Reafon did not interpofe : The Body only 
wduld find out the Vanity, the Taedium, the bad 
£ife<Sb of Voluptuoufncfs, and bare Inftin3 would 
reproach him with it. His pajt gives Regret, his . 
f/*^/// diflatisfies, and his y}/r//r^ deceives: Jix^Ima^ . 
gination impofes on his Seufes ; bis Senfes weaken, 
and vex his Underftanding ; and his Underftanding 
cenfures them hoth: They perlift, That grows pecv* 
i(h, and impotent. Thus the divided Man, like 
a dirided Family, is the Seat of Mifery, and Ob- 
led of Contempt. 

WITH 
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« 

WITH regard to the chief Brahcfi of Sehfa- 
ality, and its fatal Corilequcnces, it may be truly 
faid, that nothing is more Aingmg than a bad Wo^ 
mans Hatred^ except htx Careffis '^ nothing is more 
to be declined than her Dejormity^ except her 
. Charms. But as for a Good Woman, Her PrU^ 
is beyond Gold. She is a ^illat ofKefi. 

THE Man ofPkafare, as the Phrafc is, is the 
fnoft ridiculous of all Beings: He travels, indeed,- 
with his Ribbon, Eume, and Bells; his Dre/sy 
and his Miifck^ but through a toilfome, and beat-* 
en Road ; and every day haiifcoufly repeats the 
fame Tra<^. Throw an Eye into the gay World, 
what fee we, for the moff part, but a Set of queru- 
lous, emaciated, fluttering, phantaftical Beings, 
worn out in the keen Purfuit of Pleafure; Creatures 
that hicwy owny condemn^ deplore ^ yet ft ill pur/ue 
their own Infelicity ? The decayed Manuwents of 
Error? The thin Remains of what is call'id Delight I 

I N a word, to fuppofe Senfe alone can make a 
Man happy, is to luppofe Reafon fuperfluous,- 
which IS bJafphemous, and abfurd: But Senfuality 
brings fuch a Groflncls on the Underftanding, that 
this Argument will not be fo much as comprehend^ 
ed by thofe who have the grcatcft Need of being 
affeSled by it. Now the Caufc of their not com pre-* 
bending it, is their total Inexperience, atid Igno-* 
i'ancc of the Pleafures of Reafon: Which Ignorance 
proves this gay, this gallant Creature, this Matron 
of Pleafures, and ^rojejfor of Delight, (what he lit- 
tle fufpeifts) in Reality, the grcateft Niggard in 
Enjoyment, the greateft Self-denier in the Worfd. 

SECONDLY, Jmhition. Vol uptuoufnefs has 
its Intervals : When Senfe is fatisfied, it paufcs for the 
Revival of its Flame j like Eruptions ^ it ragesy and 

G refls 
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rcfts by Turns: But Ambition, Wkc a Coffj^agratmf 
bums on inceflant ; the more it has, ' the more it 
craves j the more it de vcJurs, the ftron^^t is its Fury» 
Succefs but fcts it new Tasks, and is as fevtre to the 
Ambitious, as Misfortum to other Men. Every 
DiiHculty he cuts off, feven rile in its ftead : fo that 
the CharaSler of the moft ambitions Man that ever 
liv'd, is a proper Motto for all his Sons, whofc 
Sport, like the Leviathaf/sy makes a Tempeft, and 
is the Ruin of all about them. Nil aSam reputanSy 
dnm quid fuperejjet agendum. That is, It is their 
Maxim, To know no Refli How differs then Jmbition 
from Slavery? As fcvere Exercife from hard Jjh 
hour ; The Thing is the fame, only here it is Nc- 
ccflity^ and there it is Choice j that is, there ^ it is 
Wretchednefsy and Folly too. 



T H K Jmbitious thinks all Happincfs is deriv d 
from Coinparifofjj and that Highcft, and Happidft 
is the fame Thing : Nor knows that to be bighj is 
not always to be happy \ but to be happy ^ is always, 
and truly to be hi^h. If his Notion is right, how 
have the Wifefl ot all Ages, and all Nations been 
miftakcn? Either they have pcrfcver'd in an eter- 
nal, and obftinate Error, in aflcrting Cotitent to 
be Happincfs, or he is not happy at all ; for Am- 
bition imports an Abfence, nay, a Difdain of &«- 
tent: And indeed it has the Glory, if 'tis a Gloiy, 
of being far from it. Difappointment in fmdl 
Things, gives the Ambitious no fmall Anxiety; 
Succeis in great, no great Satisfadion, becaufc 
there remain llill greater Things than Thcfc ; and 
while his Heart burns at fome mighty Point in Viewy 
it robs him of the Relifh of thole confiderable En- 
joyments which Nature indulges to the meaneft of 
her Children. The Spring has no Beauty^ the Ja* 
ttimn has no Tafie ; much Icfs has Wifdom^ or \R/- 
li^on. He is not altogether incapable of Repentbg 
of Religion, and thinking his Prayers a Lois ot 

Time. 
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Time. Too juft, I fear, is this Obfcrvation, which 
makes a Faflage in AviftotU extremely remarkable, 
who recounting the Vices incident to the great 
Men ot his Age, fays, '' Indevotion was not one of 
<> them^ but that they were addided to the Wor- 
" ihip of the Gods, on account of the Riches which 
" thcv had received from them/' But to return, 
The Violence of the ambitious Man's Dclircs fcts 
hiai at a Diftancc from himiclf; he is never at 
home to the prefcnt Hour, but reaching, and gafp- 
ing at Toys tQ come^ all in poffedion is contcmpti* 
ble^ To what amounts then bis violent Affeoion 
tor tho(c Obje&s he purfues?. To a ilrenuous ]£n- 
deavour, by making them his oo;;/, to render them 
contemptibJl as faft as be can ; that is, He feeks at 
once to gain a Bleffing, and to dejlroy it : Nor in 
this only, does the Ambitious appear to thwart his 
own Furpoies, as will appear immediately. 

BUT Firft, let us obicrve that he cannot be ex- 
treincly happy in the very Exercife of his Dominion, 
that fullefl; uu^t of all his Deiires*, when he ilands 
furrounded with many Circles of expcSing, anxious 
Beings^ the wboleNeit gaping- wide, while he can 
allay the Cravings but of Few. He has not Morfcis 
^r them all; If he has any Humanity, it mufk touch 
it, to fee himfclf belicg'd with eager Vifages, fecret 
Pabs, repining Hearts, difappointcd Hopes, that 
win ftrike deep in^o the Peace of Families, and carry 
Diftrcfs beyond his Kfiowledge^ and perhaps beyond 
his Qwctptiou of it. Or if thefe Stings of his Fellow- 
Creature^ touch him not. He is fiill more to be pity'd^ 

SEEK not (^the Lord n^rehemivence^ neither of 
fjfjt King in the Se^t of Honour. But call in the Waves 
pf thy Deiife, cjimbing over one another for ever; 
t)id thy proud Heart be ftill, and fay to it, Hi-^ 
dicrto fhalt Thou go, and no farther : And let it, 
at leaft, have the kounds of the Ocean, as well as 
(he tumult of it* G 2 A- 
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AMONG Jmbition's temporal Evils rfor of 
thofe only I Ibcak) muft be numbered the Tcrri- 
blcncfs ot its Fall, which the Scripture fcts in the 
flrongetl Light, It ihews it in a Flame of Elo- 
quence : In its Stile of Denunciation againft it, It 
ihakes Heaven, Earth, and Hell, and fhall it not 
ihake the Heart of Man ? Give me leave to fet 
down at large, One remarkable Inftance of ^hisy 
colledcd fronj the Scriptures. 

I fliall place the Woe of Babylon in this Order : 
God's Threauiing^ His fVordofComtnaad^ The ExecU' 
tion^ The Biefle£iioVy The Cofifequeme^ The Triumph. 

^Tbe Thireatmng. u Q Earth ! Earth ! hear the Word 
or Alarm, u q£ ^j^^ Lord, who Is clpathed in a 
f' Vefture dip'd in Blood, and out of his Mouth 
*' gocth. a Iharp two-edged Sword j and his Coun- 
^^ tcnance fliincth as the Sun in his Strength. Put 
*^ your Iclves in Array againft Babylon^ round a- 
<' bout: O Thou mofi^road! behold I am againft 
♦' Thcc. Thou haft hardened thy Heart in Pride. 
S^ Thou haft provoked the Eyes of my Glory. 
^' Though Thou Ihouldft mount up to Heaven, 
^' and fortify the height of thy Strength ; Though 
*5 thou ihouldft exalt thy (elf as an Eagle, and 
*^ build thy Ncft among the Stars, I will bring 
*^ thee down. O how lofty are thy Eyes ? O thou 
^' who dwelleft on many Waters! Abundant in 
^' Treafure ! Thy End is come. There fhall be 
*i Time no longer with thee. I have the Keys of 
^s Tiell^ and oi Death. Though thou art a feir Cc- 
'^ dar ofLebafWfjy Though the Fowls of Hcaycn 
'r make their Neft in thy Boughs, and under thy 
^} Ihadow dwell all great Nations, and thy Roots 
<^ drink maTny Rivers, and ail the Trees ofthe Qar- 
^f den of God envy the Multitude of thy Branch- 
^} es, thou flialt be but a fading Flower. I will 
^f tread the Wincrprefs of the Fierccnefs, and 

f'WratK 
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<5 Wrath of Almighty God. Wherefore Gloricft 
« Thouthy fclf inthy Vallics, thy flowing Vallics, 
^« Thou back-flidine Daughter ? Though thou fillcfl: 
" the Face of the World with Cities, though Thou 
^^ cloathcft thy felt with Crimfon^ and dcckcft Thee 
*^ with Ornaments of Gold, and thy 'Face with 
^* Painting; in vain Thou makeft thy Iclf Fair, thy 
<^ Lovers Ihall feek thy Life. The Jmbajfadors of 
*^ Peace pall weep bitterly. Woe to the Multitude 
^^ that makes a Noife, like the Noifc of the Seas, 
?^ and to the Rufhing of Nations, like the Ruihing 
" of many Waters. I will caufe the Arrogancy, of 
** the Proud to ceafe, and lay low the Haughti- 
*' nefe of the Terrible. Though thou art as a youug 
** Lion of the Nations, and as a Whale in the Seas, 
** They ihall brine Thee up in my Net. They 
^* Ihall fet Thee a Bed in the midft of the Slain ; thy 
*' Graves fliall be round about Thee: Becaufe th; 
^^ Children are «own fat, as Heifers at Grafs, ani 
*^ bellow as Bulls. I will fet my Terrors in Array 
^* againft Thee, the Arrows of the Almighty (hall 
*^ be in Thee, They Ihall drink up thy Spirits. 
*^ Though all People, Nations, and Languages 
** tremble before Thee, I will fmite thy Bow from 
" th^ Left-Hand, and the Arrows from thy Right. 
" Give Wings to jB^^'/o;; that fhc may fly : In vain! 
** the Lame IhaU take the Prey. I will lay thy Fleih 
*' upon the Mountains, and fill the Vallics with thy 
^* Height. I will water with Blood the Land where- 
*^ in thou fwimmeft, the Rivers fhall hzfull of Thee. 
** The Beads of the Field, and the feathered Fowl 
*^ fliall aflcmblc to the Sacrifice on the Mountain ; 
« They fliall eat the Flefli, and drink the Blood of 
** Princes ; They fliall be filled at my Table witly 
** Horfes, and Chariots, and mighty Men of War. 
^« Though Thou diggeft into Hell, my Hand fliall 
" take Thee Thence; Though thou climbcft up to 
f* Heaven, Thence will I bring Thee down ; Tho' 
f * Thou htdcft in the Bottom of the Sea, I will com- 

*' mand 
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*^ mand my Serpent to bite Thee, there. I will fend 

^^ up many Hunters againft Thee, and they (hall 

** pqrfue Thee trom Hill to Hill, from Mountaia 

*' tx) Mountain, They fliall roll Thee down the 

^ Rocks. Thou fhalt not lift thy felf up in thy 

^^ Brigandine, thy Tackling (hall be loofed ; Thou 

^^ ihaU not ilreng^hen the Maft, nor fpread the Sail ; 

^* There is a Cry in the Ships, Though thy Shipr 

*' board is the Fir Tree of Senir^ and thy Mail the 

*^ Cedar oi Lebanon^ thine Oars the Oak of Bajban^ 

*' and though the JJhtirites have made thy Benches 

*' of Ivory ; thy Sail fine Linnen with broidered 

*' Work from JE.^'pt^ Blue, and Purple from the 

" Iffes of EUJhah ; Zidou^ and Jroad tny Mariners, 

^^ and thy Pilots wife men. Wilt Thou (ay before 

** him that flaycth Thee, I am a God? And when 

*' in the Fire of my Wrath I put Thee out, I will 

^* cover the Heavens, and make the Stars dark; 

^ the Moon (hall be confounded, and. the Sun a- 

" (hamcd ; I will (hake the Firmament, and the 

^ Earth (hall be moved out of her Place j Hell from 

*' beneath fliall be moved for Thee, to meet thy 

" comingj It (hall dir up the Dead, the chief ones 

*' of the Earth; and raife from their Thrones all 

^' the Kings of the Nations, The v^hplc Creation 

*' (hall groan ! Thy Stars (hall fall down round ar 

^' bout Thee, and be (lamped on the Earth. 

The Words of a THE Lord makcth his Arm bare, 
CcmmanJ. a ^^ hath opcned his Armoury, and 
*^ brought forth the Weapons of his Indignation; 
" his glittering Spear, and his Shield, and his Ghg- 
*^ riots, from between two Mountains, two Mpunr 
*' tains of Brafs. The Peftilence goeth before Hina, 
f^ and behind Him a flaming Fire. He ccmeth up 
^^ like a Lion frorn the fwclliqg oiyardan::^ In tbp 
" Glory of hisMajcftvHe ari(eth to (hake tprfiWy 
*' the Earth, The LorU muftcreth tbp Hoft to Battle 
f ^ Lift ye up a B;»mer on the High Moqatain ! Exalt 

"the 
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^« the Voice ! Shake the Hand ! Harncfs the Hor- 
" fc8 ! Get up the Horfcmcn ! Stand forth with the 
" Helmet \ Put on the Brigandines f Prepare.Thcc ! 
*' Stand faA ! Go up O t^am ! Bcliege O Media J 
*^ Ye Kingdoms or Ararat ! Minni ! and Afix^he" 
*' n(iz/ Ye are my Battle Axe. Come up yc Hor- 
*' fcs! and rage ye Chariots! and let the Mighty 
" Men come forth. Make bright the Arrows! and 
" gather the Shields ! A rife yc Princes! and anoint 
^^ the Buckler! Set up a Standard on the Walls! 
*' Make the Watch Strong ! Prepare the Ambufli ! 
*' Caft up a Bank! Call the Archers ! Sparc no'Ar- 
*^ rows! Set the Engines of War againll her Wall f 
<^ With Axes break down her Towers ! Burft her 
" Bars! her Pillars of Iron, and her Walls of Brafsf 
*^ A Sword ! a Sword is ftiarpcncd ! Ah ! It is made 
" bright ! It is wrap'd up for the Slaughter. Their 
" Horfcs Hoofs arc like Flint ; and their Wheels 
" like a Whirlwind. Their Arrows are Iharp, 
'^ their Bows bent ; the Quiver rattles againft Thee. 
^' The Valleys are full of Chariots, the Horfemcn 
^ fet themfelves in Array at the Entering of the 
'* Gates. The fhorting of the Horfes is heard from 
'^ Midia ; the whole Land trembles at the Ncigh- 
** ing of the Strong. Nations lift up a Shout a- 
" gainft Her, They fet their Thrones before Her 
" Gates. They roar like a Lion, like a young 
** Lion ; They roar like the Roaring of the Sea. 
*^. No Man Ihall fpare his Brother. Curfed is He 
*' who keepeth back his Sword from Blood. 



or-. 



«« Lo! the Shield of the Mifeh;y is j^,^^^,^^^, 
"^Hiade red ; the Valiant are in Scarier. ' ^^' ^^' 
"' The Chariots are with flaming Torches ; The 
/^ Fir Trees are terribly Ihakcn. They rage in the 
*V Streets, they juftle'one another in the broad Ways, 
" They run like Lightnings, the Prancing Horfcs I 
*^ and jumping Chariots! The Horfc is ftruck with 
*^ Aftoriiflxment j and the Rider with Madriefs. ' A 
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« Day of Wrath, andDiftrcfs; of Dcfolation, and 
^ Darkncfs; of the Trumpet, and Alarm ! A\\ 
*' Hands arc faint j and every Heart melts. Their 
*' Children are dalh'd to pieces before their Eyes ; 
*' their Houfes fpoil'd ; their Wives ravilhy j their 
*^ Women with Child arc rip'd up. The Blood of 
" the Souls of the Innocents is upon them. Watch- 
*^ man! What of the Night! Watchman! What of 
<' the Night J Enquire! Return! Come! One Poft 
*' runs to meet another, and one Mcflengcr to meet 
<^ another to tell the King o^ Babylon that his City is 
*^ taken at one End ; That the Paflages arc ftop^d, 
" the Reeds burnt with Fire, the Men of War af- 
*' frighted. They fcalc the Wall, they climb the 
" Houfes, Death comes in at his Windows, like a 
<* Thief. The Gates of the Rivers arc opened ; 
•^ the Palace is diflblved. Pangs take hold on them, 
^^ as on a Women in Travail. They are amazed ; 
*' Their Faces are as Flames. They are fed with 
*^ their own Flcfli ; and Drunken with their own 
«' Blood ; as with fwect Wine. Howl O Gate ! Cry 
*^ O City ! Bill bowcth down ! l<leho ftoopeth ! A/^- 
<^ Todack is confounded ! They ftoop, they bow 
" down together. Thou faidft, I Ihall fit a Lady 
^ for ever, I fhall not be a Widow. Lo ! Thy 
*' Sons have fainted, they lie at the Heads of all 
<' the Streets, like a wild Bull in a Net : They arc 
^^ full of the Fury of the Lord. The Sword de- 
*^ vours, it is fatiate, it is drunk with Blood. At 
*' the Stamping of the Hoofs of the ftrong Horfes, 
*^ at the Ruihing of the Chariots, and the Rumbling 
^' of the Wheels, the Fathers look not back foi^ 
*^ their Children. The Mighty ftumbleth againft 
<« the Mighty, and both fall together. They roar 
<< as Lions, and yell as Lion's Whelps. Her broad 
*' Walls are utterly broken, her high Gates are 
*^ burned with Fire : In Fire her People labour ; 
** and labour in vain ! Her Mighty Men arc taken, 
^ their Bows arc broken j I have made her Prihces, 

*^ her 



J True Eftimate of Human Life. 49 

« her Wife, and her Mighty drunk with the Cup 
^ of Trembling. They flecp a perpetual Sleep. 
" O Thou Sword of the Lord ! How long will it 
'^ be before Thou art Quiet? Put up thy fclf in the 
M Scabbard j Reft, and be ftilK 

** My Sword is filled with Blood ; It is ^^ ji^a^c^ion 

« Fat; It is bathed in Heaven, With ' ^-^^^ '^* 

" the Sole of my Feet have I dried up all the Wa- 

** ters of beficged Places. How the Hammer of 

•< the whole Earth is broken ? Babylon is Fallen ! 

^ is Fallen ! She that Was great among the Nations, 

»* and Princefs among the Provinces ! The Glory of 

" Dominion ! The Beauty of the CBaldee's Excellen- 

*^ cy ! The Golden City, that went out by Thou- 

f< fands! The Crown of Pride! Alas | alas! That 

^ mighty City, That was cloathcd with fine Lin- 

^^ nen, Purple, and Scarlet; and decked with Gold, 

^^ Precious Stones, and Pearls! She who w^ cal- 

^' led the Lady of Kingdoms ; That Crowning City, 

" whofe Merchants were Princes, and her TrafEck-^ 

" crs the Honourable of the Earth. That was as a 

^^ Golden Cup in the Hand of the Lord, with which 

^* He made drunk the Princes of the Earth, and the 

•' Nations Mad. Thy Pomp, and the Sound of 

*^ thy Vi#l is brought down to the Grave \ the 

^S Worms are fpread over Thee. Thou art become 

♦' an Aftonifhmcnt, and all that pafs by Hifsat 

** Thee. Thy Pile is deep, and large, of Fire, 

♦^ and much Wood, and the Breath of the Lord like 

^S aStream of Brimftone hathkindled it : The Breath 

*^ of the Lord, whofe Fire is in Zion^ and his Fur- 

*^ U'dccinyerajalem. ThyTbp^^fliallnotbdqucnch- 

*' cd. Night nor Day, the Smoak of it mail go 

<V up for ever, and for ever. Wild Beafts of the 

^* Iflands (hall cry in thy defolate Houfes, and dole- 

.^^ ful Creatures in thy pleafant Palaces ; Satyrs fhall 

^^ dance there, they mall cry to their Fellows. It 

♦* Jb^Utc^ix Habitation of Dragons, and the Court 
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« of Owls. A Wolf of the Evening fhall fpoil . 
<^ Thee i and a Leopard Ihall wa?ch over thy City. 

*' "T H Y King fpake, and faid ; Is this not 
<' great Babylov which I have built, for the Houfe 
** of the Kingdom, by the Might of ipy Power, 
<' and for the Honour of my Majefty? I willaftto4 
*^ into Heaven ; I will exalt my Throne above thfe 
*' Stars of God; I will l)e like the moft High. 
^ How art Thou fallen from Heaven O Lu^Jert 
^* Son of the Morning ! Is this he that weakciied 
^' the Nations, deftroyed Cities, held Princes Prif<^ 
<' ners, (hook Kingdoms, made the Earth tremble, 

*^ and the World a Wilderncfs? 

• 'V ■ 

The Confi' ^^ T H O U art caft out of thy very 
^ence. '' Gravc. Thy Boncs fhall bc fprcad bfc- 
*' fore the Sun, and the Moon, the Queen of Hca-- 
<^ ven, which Thou lovedft; and before all the Hcift 
*^ of Heaven which Thou worfhipcdft. Thy Name, 
^^- j^emnant. Son, and Nephew, are cut off ThV 
^' Voice Ihall come out of the Ground, like ttiic 
** Voice of one that has a Familiar Spirit; and flhall 
-" whifper out of the Duft, Thy Sons are gone 
<' down to Hfcll with their Weapons of War ; 
*' They have laid their Swords under tlfeir Heads; 
<^ but their Iniquity ihall \fc upon their Bones, tho* 
^' they were the Terror of the Mighty in the Land 
^' of the Living. 

^ cr-^i. "A MIGHTY Angel took a 
ne Trtumtb. ,, g^^^^^ j.j^^ ^ ^^^^^ Millstone, and 

^^ threw it into the Sea, faying. Thus Ihall thcf 
*f Great Babylon be thrown down with . Violence, 
^^ and ihall be found no more for ever, O ye ^ea- 
<^ vens be Aftoniihcd at this! Sihg O ye Hcavctiis ! 
^^ for the Lord hath done it : hct the Morning Start 
^^ iing together ; and all the Sons of God^ihout for 
<^ Joy. Allclujah! Allelujah! 'In a Voice, as of 

■ ^ a 
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a great Multitude^ as of many Waters, . as of 
Mighty Thundcrings, Allelujab ! Amen, Allc- 
lujab ! The Lord God Omnipotent Reigncth*. 

L ET no Man imagine (as fomc fcem to do) that 
the Excellency of bis Underjlanding hinders him from 
believing a Revelation^ if He finds not fomething be- 
yond all Human Compofition, in This. What Fire, 
what Rapidity, what Elevation, what Enthufiafm, 
what Pii^ture, what Propriety, what Opulence, 
what Fancy, what Energy, what f non imitabile 
Ftilmen^ is Here? How Arouiingj how Divine, but 
how Terfifyifig too, is This? And its facred Infpirer 
forbid, that the Jmbitious Ihould read it for their 
Pteafare only. The M\ of Ambition is not only 
Poffible, but Probable ; nay, the Wifcft of Men 
fyySy He that exahetb his Gate feeketh bis Fall. And 
an Author of great Name, when he is prefcribing 
ikulcs for the Ambitious, fays, That the beft ^ulc 
that can be given them, is, to prepare for a Change 
pf Fortune. Nebuchadnezzar^ Julius^ SejanaSj 
Woolfey^ are only leading Inftances of fallen Stars ; 
cpuntleia Multitudes have been involved in the like 
Calamity, from the fame Caufe, and fill up the Ter^ 
rdr of thofe notorious Warnings to the Pride of Man* 

O N what did Nebuchadnezzar^ on what does any 
of his Succcflbrs in Ambition fct their Hearts? On 

* ThoDgh a (horter Qpotation would hive fatisfied my prefent 
t^urpofey yet fioce I defign'd This^ likewife, as a Specimen of a 
Work that endeavours to (hew, in a manner yet unattempted^ 
the GeniuSy and Eloquence, of the Pfalrns, Prophets^ and Job^ 
Ibperior to That of all other Authors, I hope the lergth will be 
fvcufed. PrejuJice on one Hand, and imflicite Admiration, and 
Exiafi oit the Other, have left Room, and Occafion of farther ad- 
Joiling the Degree of Edimation due to thefe Compofirions, as 
Compolirions i feme Parts of which have reached fach a Ht ight 
' of PerfeAioD, that Human Nature has not Ideas to carry her :o a 
Conception of any thing beyond it. Two Inftances of this T*^uth 
among many, are I think, the fix laft Chaptei s of J^0J» ^ndPfalm 
the 104th. 

+ Virg* H i LittU 
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Little Things. Let any one remove his Eye from the 
moft Magnificent Parade, or Triumph, to the Ex- 
panfe of Heaven; and inftantly, what was Great is 
Little, what was Publick is Private. The Trumpet, 
the Plume, all that can enter at Senfe on the Face 
of the Earth, fcems Annihilated ; and to dwell on 
it, feems creeping into a By- Path, a digrefjion from 
the Gfatideur of our Nature, and the true Majefty 
of Life. Let not this be thought extravagant, it 
is ftriftly jtift. And perhaps the beft Realbn why 
a great Part of the Creation which feeiiis of little or. 
no Influence to our Well-being, is notwithftanding 
within the Gdmpafs of our Obfervation, is, That 
it fliould lift the Thought, expand the Soul, dis- 
parage the Littlenels ot Things below, and inflame 
us with Refleftions of a fitnilar Nature to this, 

B U T to come clofe td the Point. What doeiJ 
the Ambitious Man aim at ? At Dominion, Princi- 
pality, and Power; at governing Nations, and 
making his Name great iii the Earth. And who but 
the Pulilanimous, and Bafe, Ihall cenfutc him for 
this? Whatever his Errors arc, does he not ftiew, 
at leaft, ^Grandeur of Deportment^ and a Magfjam" 
mty of Heart? Neither, but altogether the Revcrfe* 

FOR, firft. As to Mugnanimity. There is a 
Meannefs of Spirit in paflionately defiring thofc 
Things, the Contempt of which requires a greatcf 
Effort of Mind, (that is a greater Magnanimity,) 
and beftows a fuller Happinels, than the PoJJeJJion of 
them. Magnanimity is a Refolution able to comply 
with the Di dates of Reafon when moft difficult; if 
therefore Ambition is unreafonable, (aslhavefhewn) 
it muft be Pulilanimous, I will not therefore call the 
Ambitious an Unhappy^ or a Guihy^ (as I might) but 
what will touch him nearer, I will call him a little 
Man } and if That does touch him nearer^ It will be 
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a new Argument to prove that I call him fo with 
the grcatcft Truth. 

A S to the Second, The Grandeur of his Deport'^ 
went. That is, his Diftancc from Subjcdion, and 
Servility. What then if it fhouki appear that no 
Man is io much a Slave ? Dominion over Others is 
indeed his Aim; but by that very Aim he moft ef^ 
fedually fubjcdts himfelf to them. Every one that 
can retard, or promote his Purpofes, has an Awe 
over him ; Is the Objed of his anxious Application, 
and fcrvile Fear ; Difcipliries his Deportment, and 
pains his Mind. Not to expeSi is the only Means to 
be Free, and he is all Expefbttion, that is, all Sla- 
very ; while Dominion^ nay becatife Dominion is his 
only Aim. And thus it fares with all irregular Pur- 
fuits of Happinefs; They contradid the Purpofc 
of God, and therefore mull counter-a6t themfelves ; 
for God will not be controuled. He has afligned 
other means of Happincfe, and to convince us of it 
moft ftrongly, they that make not life oihis Means, 
but their own to that end, Ihall not only fail of it, 
but their Endeavours (hall be their Hindrance, fhall 
work them backwards, and fet them at a greater 
Diftance from it. Thus the Voluptuary juft men- 
tioned, while he too warmly purfues the ObjeSsy 
moft efFcdually blunts the lowers of Appetite, 
The Covetous^ while He inordinately dcfircs to be- 
come Rich, though hefucceeds in all his Attempts, 
he fails of his End; nay fails of it hy that Succels; 
God to chaftifc, and as it werjC, to infulr him too, 
gives him the Things but withholds the Enjoyment; 
nay commands jihundance to make him ^oor. 
Thus, and thus only can that miraculous Gondudk 
of the Covetous be accounted for, of whom, 

THIRDLY,Iamabouttofpeak. The Cove- 
tous ftrongly cxpolcs Human Nature by (hewing us 
an Jnftance in one Perfon, how much She dejires^ and 

how 
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how little She warns. For who ^fubfifts on (b 
Little^ ivho grafps at fo much ? He miftakcs the 
Means iotthz End \ Motiiyiox Enjoymtnt*^ Nay the 
means, iti his Hands, makes agaiiifi his End, and 
the Poviitr oiEfijoying is an hrducemevt to Self-deniah 
The Gold that comes into his Poileffion but chavges 
its Mwty and is farther from the Light than even 
His Impiety^ and bid Folly are equally grofs. As to 
the Firjf^ He is ofitti iii Scripture called ao Idola^ 
tcr, bccaufe he Worihip^ his Wealth : As to the 
Secendy That his Idol, like other Idols of Old, re- 
quires fevcrcr Service of him than the true God ; 
more rigid Auilerities than Religion enjoins ; Hi^ 
Toils, his Self-denials, his fervent Devotion to Gaifr^ 
18 Greater than That which might carry him to Hea^' 
vett. Covctoufnefs is nothing but the Painful art of 
making Induftry Sinful, Wealth Indigent, Influence 
JJiihonoorablc, Li£b Sordid, Death Terrible, and 
Heirs Ungsate&l without any mianner of Gailt; 

BU T to fet k in the clearcfl and Ihbrtcft Light; 
"What is Wealth ? a Security put into our Hands^ 
That the Enjoyments of this World ihaill be dcli^ 
Irored to as whenever we pleafe, cri Pbat Title, Now 
4f that Title father denies, than gives us thofe Enjoy- 
ments, It lofcs its Nature ; It is no longer a Tit/e in^ 
dulgcd to our Neceffities, but it is a Warrant fcrved 
on our Folly, to deliver us over to Wretchednefs, to 
Shame, and to Want* So that the Mifer has no H^ea/tbi. 

NOTrtiNG isfo ftrangc as Man*s inextiri* 

,gui(hable Thirft for More ; Nay, he pants after 

That which he has. For I affirm that infinite 

.Humbcrs have fuffident Means of Happinefe al-» 

readv in their :Hands, and ft^cient Means is what 

they^rc reaching after ; For who needs more ? But 

Men kn(m) mt what they poflcls. How few. have 

f made an Inventory of their own Blcffings? How 

iiew know, what ^y do //(;/ want? Hence, Kmw 

thy 
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tbyfilf^^ (ai4 to come from Hcarcn : For, with- 
ouc it, no Man can be Content. Our Pains are frora 
piir DefinSy not &om our Wants. For which moft 
material Truth I Ihall n^ntion Two Arguments. 

F I R S T, If we Examine, we Ihall often find, 
^hat after burning with fome vehement Delirc, wc 
iat quieted by Defpairy as tnuchy and perhaps, 
ipof^ tappifyj than we fhould have been by Sticcefs. 

SECOND, Let fome great Pain fcize us in our 
moft rapid Purfuit after what we imagine Eifcntial 
to our Peace, and the ceafing of that /tfperior ^ain 
will give us a momentary Convidion, that wc were 
rwtf)', then, Happy, when we thought our ftlvcs 
Miierable* But Folly foon reclaims us as her own. 

I F we could lay afide but Two Things, Firft, 
pur (mn Imagination^ Avhich makes us think Things 
neceflarv which are not; Secondly, Our Deference 
tor the Opinion of the World^ which makes us Incapa- 
ble of being Happy, unlefs we are I'bougbt fo, the 
Majority of Mankind would be much Happier than 
they, at prdcnt, imagine ; They would grow Rich 
ixtempore^ and be more indebted to the Removal of 
kn Error in Judgment, than to rany pojjihlt Succefs 
they could haVe in their Purfuits of Wealth. Our 
Jlrror in the prcfcnt Cafe (as in moll Others) pro- 
ceeds from partial ViewSy from not taking in the 
Wholi. We look only on thofe jibove usy whi^li 
f^rain's our Hearts in Purfuit, and puts all our Facul- 
■ tics piainfully on the Stretch : Whereas if we looked 
hd thofe below us too ; It would abate our Ferment, 
Kemit our paitiful Intention, and infpire quite f;^ 
Sentiments of our own State. Now on our Senti- 
ments (which Few obferve) our Happinefs depends. 
It lies in Thoughts, and not in Things. Things arc 
opaque Bodies, which have no Light of their own, 
and arc only capable of reflciJling to Advantage the 
' ' Gayetjr 
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Gaycty- beaming on them from our own Hearts, 
Hence, tijyc v.cjry Unhappy fly Publick, and pom- 
pous Scenes qf Life ; bccaulc, while gay to others j 
they are dark to tbemy aqd therefore, more pro^ 
vokingly fo, than Retreat. It is not the Man's 
Bufincfs, who defires Happinefs, to increalc his 
Riches J but to give his Vnderfiandhjg fo juft a 
Judgment of Things, and Yi^&JffeSimn^o rational 
a Temper, that He coul4 not be more Happy, 
though he were more Rich. Nay Ibme have par- 
ted with their R iches for the fake of Happinefs. 
But, in thiSy the Faith of Annals, in the Mifer^js 
Opinion, will labour very piqcji, 

THE Foundation of Error in this Point, is, all 
our Pains, and Pleafures, are frpm Sen/ey or Imagi^ 
pation^ and not from Reafon. Now Content is an 
jirt:^ I have LearvedtQ be Content, fays the ApolUe. 
Neither Nature, nor Chance, nor Circurnflances can 
;ive it. The whole Bod y*of Pagan, and Chrillian 
ithicks are the Rules of this Art, Now the Mi- 
fcr profcfles an Art diredly the Reverfc of it. He 
is Wife, (which is another Word for Happy \n this 
Cafe,) who can fay I have not much, but no Man 
has More, for I have all I want, Socrates faid with 
Wit, but with Judgment too, " He that nee^a 
Leaji^ is moft like the Gods, who need Nothivg. 

FOURTHLY, I am to fpeak of the Vaiv. 
This is the moft diftinguifhed Son of Folly, and 
has the moft airy Happinefs of them all. His Bro- 
thers beforementioned, though thcmfelves to be 
laughed at, laugh at Him. He fceks his Felicity 
entirely in the Opinions of others^ and but rarely 
finds it there ; for the World, by his very Namjc, 
has pronounced againft him ; from the Emptineftof 
his Purfuit, and the Thinnefs of his Enjoyment, .is 
he called Vaiu. The Former Wip at leaft For fomc- 
thing Subft^ntial, but His very fVifi is a Rfproa^h. 
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A S the too Modcil is paioed by being w the 
Pablick Eye, He is pained by being out of it. 
What a vaft Expencc is He at to buy Spedators ? 
For to what other End is his fplcndid Pcrfon, and 
Equipage, his large Parks, Palaces, Rivers, and 
Cafcades? How Expcnfivc? and how Ufelefi? 
Sefj/c is too Narrow, it wants Compafe to take 
them in ; Lefs Things would gratify That more* 
The Vfidtrftavding condemns them; ChildeftJiwi^- 
gination only approves, and that too but for a 
Moment ; What arc thcfc Pageantries, but Larger 
Toys with which it Plays awhile, and then grows 
weary of them? What are they, but huge Monu- 
ments of Miftake, Subjcds for Popular Talk, and 
an Immenfe Tax paid for Rumoufy for fure it can-^ 
|iot be called Fame ? 

H O W he Gaze's on, and Touches, and Re- 
touches, and as it were fbllicits his ihining Oma-^ 
mcnts to give him fomc extraordinary Scnlation, 
fbmewhat adequate to the Dciire he indulged for^ 
or the Expedation he entertained from them j but 
in Vain. They were much more Powerful in Idea^^ 
than they are in Fa£i* It is falling in Love with 
our own Miftaken Ideas that makes Fools, and 
Beggars of half Mankind, 

THE Vain is a Beggar of Admiration* Beg-» 
ging is an unreputable Profellion ; but as we are de:- 

e indent Beings, we muft all be Beggars in fome 
cgree. The Scandal therefore of this Pradicc 
depends on two Things, the Charafter of the Per- 
ion from whom^ and the Value of the Things wbicf^ 
we beg. Now the Vain begs from all, even the 
Piojt Ignohk ; and He begs Nothing ; I mean, what 
turns to no Account. He is more Noble that asks 
Breads than He who asks a Bow, or the Glance 
of an Eye; for that is more worthy 



5S A True Eflfindte of Human Life. 

I N what docs this Man lay out the Faculties of 
an Immortal Soul ? Tfrslt Time, on which depend? 
Eternity? That Eftitc, which well difpofed oi\ 
might in fome Mcafure, purchafe Heaven ? What 
is his fcfioijs Labour, fubtle Machination, ardent 
Dcfirc, ah'd reigning Ambition?— fo befeen. This 
Ridiculous, but /r//^ Anfwer, renders all grave 
Cenfu'rc alrnoft Superfluous. If the World wa? 
filled with fuch as Thefc, all Arts,^ and Engine^ 
of Difcipl.inc, and of Death, for Chaflifcment of 
Offence, might feem needlels; let the Law they 
violate, or the Power they offend, but condemn 
them to Retreat. 

B U T to come clofc to the Point. What is it 
the Vain would have ? He would be Admired ; 
He begs an alms of Admiration from every Pafier-: 
by, and his Happbefs Jiarves without it. Now 
what does this Delire imply? It irnpli^s that he 
cannot be Happy without their Leave. Thus is 
He b}^ choice the mofl Precarious Creature on Earth. 
The moft precarious Creature is the moft wretch- 
ed, and, therefore, the mofl Precarious by choice 
is the mofl Foolifh too ; If any will deny that the 
mofl: Precarious Being is mofl wretched, let then 
conlfder that the Reverfe, the leaft Precarious Be- 
ing, is the moft Happy, for That is God : Anc 
the; farther we are removed from Independency 
and Self-fufficiency, the farther are w;e rerhovci 
from that Standard of Wifdom, and Happinefs. 

I S H A L L difmifs the Vain with one Obfer 
vatiort iTidre. We ought particularly to guard 2 
gainftthis Folly, jfor a Kca(on vcivy particular to( 
Other Vices are promoted by Vices, but this 
often Nouriihcd by Virtu^ itfelf. 

THUS have I, I tbirik, proved . Th^t the VoJii^ 
tuous isthegreatcft Selpdehier'^ Thiltik Ambit ioi 
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is the gfeatcft Slavey That the Covetous has no 
Wealth ; and That the Vain, whofc Idol is Adnth 
ration^ 18 the grcatcft ObjcA of Comempt. 

THE Confidcrations which have bcqn alledgcd 
.to the Difcredit of Hbmati rfappiHefs Have been, 
hitherto^ drawn from General Topicksj\0^^ re- 
mains, That is too Peculiar. We have lately loft 
oqr King; That fad Occalion firft fuggcftcid This 
SubjeS to me, which n6w, It fupports with 'an: iwi- 
"welcome Argument ; for when our Sovcrpjgp fell, 
Nature her (elf emphatically proclaimed "That all 
below is Vain". Too povycrful a SupplemeQt to 
this Difcourfe'! ' 

■ t ■ I ■ 

W.riO^ then, art Thou who fctteft thiric AfFcc- 

.tipns pa -iThings below ? Art Thou Greater than 

ithc .Dcccafcd? Dpft Thou value thy fcif on thy 

;^rth? The mpft Highly-dcfcendcd is no more. 

'Doft Tho.u.yajue thy felf on thy Riches ? The King 

:pf Bfi^in is no more. J)oft Thou value thy felf on 

thy Power? The Mailer of the Seas, the Arbiter 

of Europe is no more. Doft Thou Glory in thy 

,Q>qftancy^ Humanity, AiFedion to thy Friend, 

, or EfifQuragement of Jrts ? ~ But I forbear. It is 

jimbition to be Gratefuly when Princes beftow, 

P O W lately were the Eyes of all Europe thrown 

- on this Great Man ? For Maf^ let me call him/now, 

.nor. cqntradicd: the Declaration which his Mortality 

;^J)as made. They that find Him, now, tnuA/eek 

Jqv Him ; and feek for Him in the Dujt.- What on- 

..Earth l?pt muft tell us this World is. vain, if 

Thrones declare it? If Kings, if^Briti/b Kings arc 

pemonftrations of it? O Majeity! Thy Serene 

Evemfig indeed is, clofed; but. Then, Thou 

fbineft on us ill thy Meridian Glory. 

I S H A L L offer one Obfervation on the Death 
of Princes, which is full to my prcfcnt Purpofe. A 

I a Throne 
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Throne is the fhining Period, the golden Termina- 
tion of the Worldly Man's Profpedt ; his Paflions 
affedt, hh Underftanding conceives ; nothing be«- 
yond it, or the Favours it can beftow. ^ The Sun, 
the Expanfe of Heaven, or what lies higher, have 
no Luftre in hi^ Sight, no Room in his pre-engaged 
Imagination, it is all a fuperfluQUS Wafte. When 
therefore his Monarch dies, He is left in Darkneis, 
his Stiti is fet, it is the NigUt of Ambition with him* 
Which naturally damps him into Refledi9n, and 
fills that Refledion with awful Thoughts/ 

WITH Reverence, then, be it fpoken, what 
can God, in his Ordinary Means, do more, to turn 
his Affefiiiohs into their right Channel, and fend 
them forward to their proper End ; Providence, 
by his King's deceafe, takes away the ver)^ Ground 
on which his Delufion rofe \ It iinks betbre him ; 
his Error is fupplanted, nor has his ¥olly whereon 
to ftand; but muft return, like the Dove in the 
Deluge, to his own Bofom again. 

B Y ^his^ is he convinced that his ultimate Point 
of View is not only Vain in its Nature, but Vain 
in Fad ; It not only may^ but has adually failed. 
What, then, is He under a Ncccffity of doing, 
this Boundary of his Sight removed ? Either he 
. muft look forward, (and what is beyond it, but 
God ? ) Or, he mutt clofe his Eyes in wilful Dark- 
nefs, and ftill repofe his Truft in Things which he 
has experieficed to be Vain. Such Accidents, there- 
fore, however Fatal to his Secular^ ^are the Mercy 
of God, as to his Eternal Intereft ; and fay wicn 
my Text, Set your j^t&ions on Things above ^ and 
not on ^ings on the Earth. 

LET us, now, from the Throne look back, (as 
from an Eminence,) on the former part of our Jour^ 
fiey J Wc have paffed the fcvcral Order Sy Ages^ Aimsy 

KelationSy 
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Htlatiomj Conftitationsy Temfcrsj ^ajjions^ with the 
£:>ur ereac Impulfts of Mankind, and have found buc 
-one Report through thcfc fcvcral Stages of our 
Courfe J The various Witneflcs concur^ and bring 
iti a full Verdid againfl the Happinefs of Human 
Life. They declare that all Mankind is united by 
Mifery, in fome Degree, as by (what is lels Me- 
lancholy) the Grave y to which ic leads. 

AND can this World enchant us ftill? And can 
we be born for This ? Is This a Scene for Rea/bn^ 
that Emanation of Divinity to doat on ? Is this the 
Fortune, this the Dower to which we fliould wed an 
Immortal Soul? Where then is the DiiTcrence be- 
tween Reafon^ and Abfurdity? Between Immortality^ 
and the Eeajli that perijh? Be this their Heaven, (as 
properly it b,) but not their Lord's, but not Man's. 

I SHALL clofe this Difcourfe with a Pifturc 
of Life in Miniaturey that your Memories may car- 
ry it the better : A Pidure more Melancholy, than 
That of this Globe e'er well clear of the Chaos :^ or 
labouring, afterwards, under all the Wrongs, and 
DifgraceS) that an Univerfal Deluge could inflid. 

B E H O L D a World ! Where the thoughts 'with 
Inhabitants are not differenced by Hap* R^^rd to the 
pineft, and MIfery ; but only by the ^*"^* 
different Degrees y and various Colours of Mifery U- 
niverfal : IVherey the Memory is clouded with black 
Ideas of the Fail ; the Imagination over-looks the 
trcfent; and the Underjfandingy through Mercy, is 
blinded to the Future : fVherey every PaJJlon may 
be called Legiony for its Evils are many* IVherey 
Men almoft univcrfally lav alide htelleSJual Plea- 
fures; are moll ardent Dciirers of Happinefs, and 
yet fublitt it on the moft impotent Half of their 
Natures. IVherey Anxiety of Thought damps fen- 
fual PleafurC; and fenfual Pleafurc incrcafes Anxiety 



^^ A True BJiimate of Human Life. 

of Thought, and impairs our Strength to.fupport it, 
too. Wtotre^ the Soul and Bod)^ arc in perpetoal 
Hoftili ties, aggrieving each other, aqd external Ac- 
cidents feer4i luperfluous to our Miiery; Thus the 
poor Man, like devoted Jerufakmj bcfiegcd without, 
vand divided within, is a Complication of Infelicity. 

_. -, ^ . WBE,K £, Succersjmi& be prpcur <1 
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by our innnite Care, and Rmn lollows on 
the Contrary ; fo that all the fad Choice indulged 
to Mankind, is, of infinite* Caxe, or Deftrudion. 
Befides, the more; we have of Credit, Wealth, or 
Poyvcr^ the more wc may lofe ; nor is any Man en- 
.tireiy free from the Appreheniions of it; fo that 
^ our Poifeffions -mflyy and. provide for our Mifery. 
WPjerey an Independent Picture is. very S$veri : a 
Dependent, very Frail. WhexCi Pleaftire often cx- 
afks fuch Hardlhips from her Votary, that Aujieri^ 
ty cannot iniprove upon them. Where^ nothing 
;^Ieafes but in Profped, and^to plcafe in Prpfpeft 
.only, is not to difappoint alope, but to deride us, 
too. Wimre^ what Exalts the Spirits Ihortens.Life 
by that Expcnce, and what T^eprejJ'es^ makes the 
Ihortcft Life too long. Where^ Pays are long, yet 
Life is Short. Wloere^ we ftand as in a Battle, Thou- 
fands daily falling round us, aad yet we forget our 
own Mortality; nay, are hardened into an Infenfi- 
bility of it, by thele very Proofs of its Approach ; 
and ftart, like D<;/«r;/rf, when we hear, *' Thou art 
" the Man*'. Where Esperiefjcey which is truly the 
Greateft Bieiling of Life, is the fevercft Difcipliiie 
of it, too ; and Diverjiotiy which isfuppofed a Blcf- 
ling, only fignifies that to our felves wc arc infup- 
por table. Where ^ Sorrpw is as the Stem, or Root 
of Life.; 3^e?y hutas its Flower, expected at remote 
Seafons only, Then often blighted, or if it Blooms, 
in Blooming dies. fVherey all is Vexatious, or Mix- 
ed, or Fugitive. Where ^ Pains aflault us, Dcluli- 
. ons furround us, smd Terrors hajigo'er us* Whe/ey 

we 
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Ti^c arc Reftlefs in Purfuit, T>tffatisfied in Fruition, 
and Vcrfictited with Rcmorfe. H^here^ wc are ever 
Farfaing) and ever condemning the fame Things ; 
ever accufing Hope of its broken Faith, and ever 
Trufting on ; ever gafping after lenfual Enjoyments, 
and cvct Impairing our Appetite for them, ffhere^ 
DbjcAs, ais well as Appetites decay ; or if they laft, 
laft not to us, through the Ficklencfs of our Choice. 
Wherfy wc are yearly burying fome favourite A- 
mufement, or Pleafure; |ind They that fucceed arc 
left Exquilitc, and full as Mortal. Where^ wc 
(bend moft of our Days in climbing the Hill of our 
Fortune,, which fufpends, by Labour, any ferious 
Thought ; and when we have climbed it, and arc 
about to change Toil for Enjoyment, wc ftart to 
fee our Grave to near us on t'other Side. Wbcr^^ 
Life with moft Meii is to come^ till It is paft. 

WHE R E, the grave Employ mevts of "To the Pn/e/^ 
Mankind are but ftrenuous Follies; nor-^^'^^^^/^'"^' 
differenced from thofc of Children, but ^^ '^^^' 
by their Magnitude, and their Guilt. fVhere^ the 
feveral Occupations of Life are but Fortifications 
againft fVafjty and often frail ones, too. Where^ a- 
mong Projejfftovs are the Lawyer, and the Soldier, 
JProfeflbrs of Quarrel and Peath; Fortune, and Life 
their Prey. Where^ the Infirmities of our Bodies 
demand, and fupport one Profeffion ; the Infirmities 
of oqr Mindy Another ; and the Mifadventures of 
pur Fortune conftitute an ample Portion in the whole 
World of Literature. Where j the very Elements 
wage War againft us ; and have their Inundation, 
Shipwreck, Earthquake, Famine, Pcftilencc, Vol- 
t:ano's, and Conflagration. Where wc cannot make 
way from our Doors, but through the Cries of /»- 
digeticey or Difeafe. Where^ Hofpitals, and Bed- 
^am8 arc publick Necejfaries. Where^ the very -^- 
pelldtiom of a large part of Mankind cannot be 
ioeard, without companion: Widows J and Orphans/ 

Where^ 
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Where ^ tears arc a Diftinftion of the whole Species 
from other Creatures. iVhere^ Youth often Ian- 
guiihes like a Tempeft-beaten Flower, and Age 
^cws its Injuries like a blafted Oak, 

To Hiffo ^^ EREj Hift&ry^ for the moft part, 
''°^' is nothing but a large Field of Misfortune, 
and to dip into almoil any Page of it, is, to dip into 
Blood ; Into Blood, rerfecutions, Iqquifitions, 
Treafons, Aifaflinations, Sieges, Servitudes : Or if 
fometimes a Triumph breads through this general 
Cloud, as Lightning thro' Night, it vanifhes almoft 
as foon; and while it lafts, it is a Froof^ and Me- 
morial 6f Mifcry ; for what is a Triuwphy but the 
gay Daughter of Deftrudion, and Death ? Where^ 
tJardheartedmfsy and Lwy?, drinking the Tears of 
believing Innocence, and Sdf'dejtgn^ and Treachety^ 
turning every Virtue of Others, to its own Intcreft, 
and the good Man's Ruin, (which abounds in every 
Record) makes Peace more Cruel than War. Whereby 
Happinefi is fuch a Stranger, that for many Ages it 
was Learfiing to feek the true Notion of it j and it 
was but Sought \ It was not Founds but Repealed at 
laft. JVherey the Pomps, and n^rancwgs of the 
Migbtyy are but the Trappings of Woe* Where^ 
the moft fliining, and^^v/^ Charafkcrs have few of 
them died, a Natural Death ; but furnifh Theme of 
Tragedy for fuccceding Generations: Strange! that 
the fame Perfons Ihould be the Objeds of our Etxvy^ 
apd ^ity too ! Strange too ! that we ihould have 
Sighs (ufBcient for more Miferies than our ows* 
Where y the moft Happy would not repeat their 
Courfc; and He was fuftly cenfured who wept over 
his Army ats Mortal, becaufe not one of that Nume-r 
rous Hoft, but might probably wijhj before he found 
his Endi Wherey among the many Arguments fbra 
Future Statte, the Mifcry o£Tbis has been moft ftrong- 
i)^, and univerfally iniifted on in all Ages ; which 
^^nionftrateQ^ aq a.ciltc Sqnlc^ aujd toa afqplc a Conj» 
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vidion of it. Where y Crowns have been often Ahdi^ 
foted'j how often, in our own Annals is the Palace 
changed for the Cloifter ? Where^ Self^muniery ^t cer» 
tain rcriods, has been a Falhion ; nay very extraor* 
dinary Methods have been taken to retrain even 
the tender Sex from this Horror. Where^ half the 
Trdvels that have been undertook, half the Deiigns 
that have been enterprixed, half the Volumes that 
have been written, have been Refuges from Uneafi- 
nefs of Heart ; and the Laft are not more the im<» 
mortal Monuments of human Wit, than of human 
infelicity, Where^ Happinefs is an Jrty and Con- 
tent is an Art ; what Libraries have been written 
to teach it? Whatever Succcfe they have in teach- 
ing Tloaty they certainly teach us This^ that Ua* 
happinefs, and Difcontent are NattiraL 

WHEKEy a Smile is often an Am- ^^ * . ^n. 
bu(h, as it was on the Face of D(^/w/>/j», ^ rtenj»f. 
on which it feldom fhone, but when Rancour ga- 
thered at his Heart. fVherij Enmity is Sincere, 
Fricndfhip often a Name ; and it is Ruin to truft 
thofe, whom not to truft is almoft a Crimey as a Re- 
lation, a Friend, a Brother! Where y many fall from 
Credit, Fortune, Life, with Crfar*s Exclamation, 
<' And This from Thee?** JFib^f, provoking our Foes 
has not ruined half fo many^ as (Jonfiding in thofe of 
a contrary Charader, He needs no Foe^ who is 
entirely at the Mercy of his Friends. Wherey more 
Hearts pine away in fecret Anguifh for Unkindneis 
from thofe who ihould be their Comforters, than 
for any other Calamity in Life. Wherey Bills of 
Mortality would fcarce be mournful, if Bills ofpri- 
vate Calamity were in ufe. Who has riot fccn, 
who has not fbrefeen, nay who almoft, xhas not felt, 
^ Bleeding Heart? Wherty Evil Arts ufurp the 
Name, and fort of Wifdomy though Icarce worthy 
to be called Cunning. Now Gimning is but the 
Top of 9 Foci's Cbaradcr, and Wifiiom it felf ia but 
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the Bottom, or inferior Part of the Gharadcr of an 
Honejt Man* Nulla Bona^ tiiji IJoneJta. 

To FamtirAf- WHERE the Honcft, Confiding 
fltaion. jjg^^j j^l^^3 ^ Virgin Flower into hii 

Bofom, and often finds a Sting under it. Whtre^ the 
fond Mother, Tg-'Qay^ looks with Tranfport on the 
Reward of her long Labour, and painrul Travail, 
which changes perhaps, To-MorroWj the Cradle for 
the Grave. WberCy the. feeble Father fellows a fa- 
vourite, an only Daughter, the Delight ot his Eye ! 
the Reft of his Age ! to her long Home, which He 
perhaps has wiihed for himfelf in vain ; and fheds 
thofe Tears on her Afhes, which Ihould exprcfs his 

Joy for the happy Difpofal of her in Life: Or per- 
laps the Cafe is ftill worfe. He fees her Youth, aad 
Beauty, and Innocence fallen into Arms, to hicp 
more Dreadful than thofe of Death. JVhere^ the 
Son of fome great Houfe, its Hope, Joy, and Sup- 
)ort, the fole Heir, of Riches, Titles, and goldfcn 
Ichcmcs, falls immaturely, grafpcd by Death, as 
the Pillars were by Samp/on ; and the whole Struc- 
ture is forcly ihaken, if it docs not follow on his 
Fall. iVhere^ many a numerous Family lives, in 
innocence, Peace, Plenty, Reputation, under the 
Wing of an indulgent, prudent, and induftrious 
Father j the Father dies, they are fcattered, like 
a Sheaf of Corn when the Band is broke, and be- 
come the Prey of Guilt, Want, Anxiety, and 
Shame. ■ Where^ the Comforts of Life havd their 
Pangs ; their Jars, Jcaloufics, Interruptions, Dc-; 
caysi KniwiQAon. (fberey Grudge, Animofity, 
and Revenge wound deep; but deeper (when They 
wound) Relation, Friendfhip, Love; for Love 
has its Barbarities, and frequently may be miflaken 
for Hatred by its Effe&s. There are fometimes 
inaligivint Tempers in Families; fw:\\ Domeftiek 
Maladies arc like Ulcers in the Vitals ; Extremities 
cannot cure them, they cannot be cut off. 

WHERE, 
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, WHERE, the Night is an Idle j^^^^^^^ ^,^ 
Dream, and the Day little better. Where^ '^ °"^ 
every one is IVitnefsy or Patient oi A^XxOtion:^ cvtt 
telling lad Tales of Others, till he becomes a Tale 
Himlclf ; the Tale of a Day ! and then is utterly 
forgotten. He Liv^d and Uyd, is an Epitaph for 
much the greateft part of Mankind. Wbiu^ He 
that has reached his Meridian is one of a Thoufand, 
his Friends and Relations lie dead around him ; half 
of his Converfation is gathered from the Tomb. 
What are the Gay, Young, Beautiful, Brave, Learn- * 
ed. Wife, Good, in which He once perhaps was 
Rich, what arc They ? a Tear! a Sigh ! Jfhere^ 
Youth has the Pain oi getting. Age of leaving ita 
Riches ; JffeBion being rarely ftrong enough in us 
to make the parting with them Agreeable. Where, 
Pears J snd Pangs, only give a Relilh of the Contra- 
ry ; and our Pleafure generally as it riles /rofw, fo it 
ends in them, too. Where, the Pain ot Impatience 
turns us over to the Pain oi Satiety, fcarcc divided 
hy xht Moment of DtWght. Where, Pain is oftner 
funk by new Pain, than healed by fuperycping Plea- 
fure ? Where, Real Evils are Frequent ; Imaginary, 
Perpetual \ And the happieft Thanks lome Other's 
Wretchednefs, for puttmg him in mind, that He 
is not the moft wretched Himfelf. Where, I i^af 
Happy, a few may poffibly lay, IJhall be happy^ 
Moft fay, I am Happy, None : Now if None arc 
Happy on the Prefcnt, it is a Dcmonftration that 
Happinefs is abfcnt from us AH. The Prefent is All 
that our Parent Nature, properly, gives us ; and 
That like peevilh Children, we will not tafte: Thus 
between the Law of our Condition, and the Pcr- 
verfenels of bur Temper, we have nothidg at all; 
we are very Poor, Subfifting, or rather Star vine our 
thin Happinefs bn Dreams, and Shadows of.Good 
to come; perhaps, never to come ; certainly, ricvdr 
to come proportionate to our Conceptions of them. 
Where, Man fnatches fuch Quick, and Terrible Re- 
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fehtmcot from the fmalleft Occaiioni that it refem^ 
blcs the Difchargc of Ordnance at the Touch of ^ 
Reed. Jfherey to have any Chance for Happinefs 
ft Man mvA^oJfefs the World, or Defpife it; Now 
the Contempt of it, in Him that poii^iles it not, is 
a Cheat, He docs not heartily contemn it j He miC- 
takes his Ill-will for Contempt; and what is as Un- 
fortunate, he that pofleilcs it, does contemn it ; but 
not from Wifdom, but Weaknefs, which has not 
the Skill to reliih its Enjoyments, as they defervc. 
Whercy proud Honour flands in the Place of meek 
Religion^ Honour that difdains Compuliioo, and 
that, coniequently, muft fUnd, or fall, with Jncli-^ 
nation, and Humour; He, therefore, that relies on 
Honour, relies on Humour; and he that relies on 
Humour, is a Fool, and muft be a Wretch in the 
End. iVherej the two Points the World's wife Man 
aims at, are, Firft to get the Better of Natural J«- 
JUnify fo as not to be oetray'd by it into any Hu- 
. manities, in which he does not find his own imme* 
diatc Account : Secondly, to furmount the ^reja^ 
dices ^ and Timoroufnefs of Education^ to throw the 
Virtues, and Vices into one Heap, like a Man ; 
Thence, fo be drawn out, indifferently ^ as Intereft 
direfts; Intercft, which is his God^ and^his Bible^ 
the Cuftom of the World, Where^ many'Men fup- 
pole you a Knave, or conclude you a F ool; and call 
you fo by their Profeffions of difintcrefted Fricnd- 
Ihip; by which they only mean to fteal your Affec- 
tions, and the good Effeds of them. Where^ Com- 
panion, with fome, paflcs for Weaknefe, and you 
muft fupprefs your Sighs, as in the Theatre, not to 
be laughed at ; he is looked on as an Ideot^ who is 
not above being a Man. Where^ Men feek not the 
Means of Serving, but an e^^cufe for not ferving O- 
thers ; and JVcrds change their Nature, and do not 
revealj but cover the Mind ; the (Pafftons themfelves, 
thofe Betrayers of Truth, are taught to a£f a Part ; 
the very Eye can lye, and that Natural HUndow of 
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the Soul, has a Skrccn before it, that you may not 
fee through ; he only, who difcovers his own iMi^ 
reft J gives you a Key to his Heart: In a word^ 
Where^ the honeft Man (who alone is worthy oi 
Good) if he j udgcs of Men by himfelf, is Undone^ 
This may be called Satire, but, by the fame Rulci 
the Scripture is fo too. Where^ to diflemble Inju-* 
ries, is the greatcft Shock to Nature, and Shame 
to Honour, yet, at the fame time, the greateft ^it 
ofLifci Wlberey He that has not leamccf the World 
muft go out of it j or be a ^^, and an Unfortunate 
in it; he that b^ learned it, has learned it with 
Difcipline, and by that time, he is well Mailer of 
the GaniBy his Candle is pat out. It is Hard to leara 
the World, but harder to Unlearn it ; and not to 
Unlearn it, wilF, one Day, prove more FataL Wh&re^ 
we will not believe Ytfitraay^ but hope favourably 
of To-Morrow ; as if then there would be a Ne^V Sun^ 
a New Nature J a New Self\ Thev fray for That, 
who almoft curfe its Fellow. Pvherey Sorrow is 
Fruitlcfe, and Laughter is Mad. ffhere^ at the fc- 
veral fides of Good Fortune, the Head tella the 
Hearty well, now, we are Happy y which the Heart 
fcarce believes, or believes it implicitly : Whenever 
we fay to our fclves let us lit down, and enjoy Life, 
we difcovcr the Cheat, like one deluded by 4^erfpec* 
tiWy by bringing it to the Touch. Nothing will do; 
Bufinefs, conlideriiig PaJ/iony and Jccidenty is a 
Toil certainly; Idleneft is worfe; and Books ire a 
weak Refource; A Man fhould no more Read, 
than Eat, without an Appetite ; If he doed, the 
Book will be near as mucn Amufed, and Edified 
by the Man, as he by the Book. Where j 'Multi- 
tudes, (ftrange ! and ridiculous ! but fi)r the Hor- 
ror of it) complain they have nothing to do, when 
every Step is a Step toward a Grave^ every Minute 
an Approach to an Eternity: Beiides, if Men well 
knew the Bufincfe of this World, arid would acquit 
thcmfelves like Matters in it, f^ant of Time would 
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